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Dear Friends in Christ,

We are living in the day of the electronic revo-
lution. When Daniel prophesied that knowledge
would increase in the End Times, he wasn’t speak-
ing about our day, but a time future to ours. It
makes you wonder what lies ahead!

When I grew up, a telephone was a box attached to the wall with
arotary dial. The flexible cord that was attached to it allowed you to
roam about ten or twelve feet. Caller ID was picking up the receiver
and asking who was on the other end of the line. The old phone sys-
tem also had a Call Waiting feature that amounted to a busy signal,
which meant you had to call back later. If you were waiting for an
important call, it could well be the better part of the day to receive
it, especially if you had a sister who lived on the phone. For better
or for worse, the cell phone changed everything. Today, you can be
reached by anyone, anytime, anywhere in the world.

Another innovative tool at our disposal is Kindle eBooks. You can
now read a wide variety of literature on a hand-held electronic pad.
It even allows you to turn a page when you touch the bottom edge
of the screen. Some have gone as far as to say that eBooks will one
day replace all hard copy books as we know them. This is doubtful,
but even here at BBS, we are exploring the possibility of using this
medium to make our books available digitally.

I'm probably trapped in a time warp, but I still enjoy sitting down
with a piping hot cup of coffee and reading a good book. I recently
read the story of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln and couldn’t
put it down. I am not so sure I would have completed the narrative
reading an electronic version of it.

Speaking of books, with the Lord’s help, we hope to release the
first installment of the four-volume set of my commentary on the
Book of Revelation by mid-June. With this in mind, you still have
plenty of time to take advantage of the special offer in our spring
letter. Through May 31st we are offering this volume at the special
pre-publication price of $10.00, plus postage and handling. You
can place your order on our website at www.bereanbiblesociety.org.

Thanks, brethren, for your love, interest, and faithful support to
make these types of projects possible. May it be to the praise of His
glory in Christ Jesus.

Amazed at His grace,
Paul M. Sadler, President



GREAT DECEIVER

“Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him,
and makest him drunken.” —Habakkuk 2:15

There are many passages in the Word of God, such as the above reference, that
are timeless principles. While the alcohol industry goes to great lengths to get
people to believe that drinking is a harmless way to have a good time, the facts
are otherwise. It is very careful never to advertise the alcoholic who is dying of
cirrhosis of the liver or the homes that have been destroyed by strong drink. And of
course, there’s always a voice in the crowd that says a few social drinks will never
hurt anyone. Most recovering alcoholics, however, tell a much different story of
how their slide into a life of drunkenness all started with social drinking.

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby
is not wise” (Prov. 20:1).

Many years ago, [ was driving through Apollo, Pennsylvania, where I saw
a mangled piece of wreckage alongside of the road. Upon slowing down,
I discovered it was an automobile, or at least what was left of it. Apparently
someone survived the crash because there were beer cans strategically placed
beside the car with a sign, which read, “And they told us we were going to
have fun!” Someone lied.

Contrary to the world’s view that alcoholism is a disease, the Word of God
calls drunkenness a sin (Gal. 5:19-21). Excessive drinking is not a disease; it is
a matter of choice. Although some drunkards overcome their addiction through
programs such as Alcoholics Anonymous, apart from faith, all too often they
return to their drinking ways when confronted with a crisis. The world’s answer
to the problems of this life is, “I need a drink.” However, the answer is not found
in the bottom of a bottle. The answer is a personal relationship with Christ!

Everyone reading these lines has a family member, a dear friend, or a neigh-
bor who struggles with this temptation. Yes, even believers wrestle with this
sin, as Paul makes very clear:

“Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness....But
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill
the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:12-14).

The best thing we can do for those who grapple with this addiction is to
show them our love and support. It is important to share with them that they
are dead to this sin in Christ and therefore, it doesn’t have to control their life
any longer. Since alcoholism is such a deeply seated problem, encourage them
to search out a godly pastor or Christian counselor who can assist them in a
better understanding of Romans, Chapter 6. —Paul M. Sadler
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he world about us talks a lot
about “living the high life,”
something they think that we
Christians miss out on because
of our faith and high moral stan-
dards. With that in mind, last
month we began a series on Liv-
ing the Grace of God, intending to
show that to live God’s grace is to
live life on the very highest plane
imaginable. Beginning with the
ministry of Paul, the apostle of
grace, we looked at references
in the Book of Acts to the word
grace to see how God has been
gracious to us, and how we in turn
can learn to be gracious to others,
thereby living the grace of God.
As we move on now to refer-
ences to the word grace in Paul’s
epistles, we see the apostle ad-
dressing “all that be in Rome,”
and greeting them with the salu-
tation of God Himself: “Grace to
you” (Rom. 1:7). Here we must
ask: if grace is God’s message to
unbelievers, which we know that
it is, why would Paul open this
epistle to believers with, “Grace
to you”? That is, why would he

extend grace to people who were
already saved by grace?

Grace Is the Answer

We believe it is because grace
is not just God’s answer to your
sin problem; grace is God’s an-
swer to all of your problems!
The Corinthians were famous
for carnality, for reveling in sins
of the flesh, such as drunkenness
and fornication. So the Apostle
Paul opens his epistle to them by
extending to them the thing they
needed most: grace (I Cor. 1:1-3).
Meanwhile, the Galatians had
the very opposite problem: legal-
ism. Instead of being too carnal,
they were too religious! So the
apostle opens his epistle to the
Galatians by extending to them
the thing that they too needed
most: grace (Gal. 1:1-3). You see,
no matter what your problem is,
grace is the answer!

Pastor Stam used to talk about
a snake oil remedy known as
Haddacall that was popular back
in his day. Whatever you had,
Haddacall could cure it! Asked
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about the funny name, the mak-
ers explained, “Well, we hadda
call it something!” Well, beloved,
grace is God’s Haddacall, the only
true panacea in all of creation,
the answer to everything that is
wrong with you as a believer.

L & - =

If you are carnal like the Cor-
inthians, grace reminds you of
all that God has freely given you
in Christ, and the price He paid
to give it to you. If that doesn’t
cure your carnal flesh, nothing
will. If you are religious like the
Galatians, you need to remember
that all that God has given you
has been freely given to you. Your
works didn’t help you get saved,
and they won’t make you any
more acceptable to God now that
you are saved. If you ever won-
dered why the Corinthian and
Galatian epistles appear in your
Bible, it is because every sin that
a believer commits falls in to one
of these two errors—and grace is
the answer to them all!

Since Paul had never been to
Rome, he wasn’t sure what their
problems were when he penned
the words of Romans 1:7. So he
simply says “grace to you,” know-
ing that whatever problems they
had, grace was God’s answer. This
leads us to suggest that if you are
uncomfortable saying “God bless
you,” as many grace believers are,
just say what Paul said—“Grace

to you!”—and you will be extend-
ing God’s answer to all of your
hearer’s needs.

Grace Is the Justification

Our next reference to the word
grace is in Romans 3:24, where
Paul talks about “being justified...
by His grace.” Before you were
saved, there was absolutely no
justification for the wrongs you
committed against God. You had
sinned against a holy God who
was your Creator! Yet in spite of
this, God justified you—and you
know how. It was, as Paul reveals
here, “by His grace”! If you then
want to live God’s grace, you must
learn to justify others by grace
when they wrong you.

Easier said than done, right?
But think about it. When you
wronged God, He tried to think
of some reason to forgive you
(anthropomorphically speaking,
of course), and the only reason He
could come up with was grace. So
when a brother wrongs you, and
you can’t think of a reason to for-
give him, forgive him by grace!

We know this is certainly
not the way of the world. When
most people are wronged, they
let anger rule in their hearts as
they seek to avenge themselves
on their adversaries, not forgive
them. Rather than letting anger
rule in your heart, why not follow
Paul’s advice to “let the peace of
God rule in your hearts” (Col.
3:15), something he advises in
the context of forgiving and loving
one another (vv. 13,14).

What kind of peace are we
talking here? The irrevocable
kind of peace that you enjoy with
God by virtue of your faith in His
Son (Rom. 5:1). Now that you are

6

Berean Searchlight



0.com/Mehmet Salih Guler

saved, you enjoy perfect peace with
God that cannot be shattered, no
matter what you do. This means
that every time you do something
that grieves God’s Spirit, He lets
His peace rule in His heart, and
just lets it go. You literally cannot
make God angry with you.

This is the peace that God
would have rule in your heart as
well. When a brother wrongs you,
do you allow the transgression to
break the peace you enjoy with
him, or do you live the grace of God
by letting the peace you have with
God rule in your heart?

If you are not sure what the
word “rule” means, the law of first
mention (which says that the first
usage of a word in Scripture de-
fines it) takes us to Genesis 1:16,
where we learn that the sun rules
the day. So let’s ask ourselves:
how does the sun rule the day?
If we are bad, does it threaten to
come down and burn us up, or stop
shining and freeze us out? No, the
sun rules the day by gently shin-
ing and never changing, no mat-
ter what happens here on earth.
How do you think the sun would
react if we started lobbing nuclear
missiles into it? Why, the sun is
so great it would barely notice; it
would absorb our most powerful

nuclear attack without blinking.
That’s how great the sun is, and
that’s how great God’s grace is
when you sin. The grace of God
absorbs anything you do without
so much as batting an eye. And
that’s how great your grace should
be when others lob missiles at you.
Just absorb it without blinking.
Be like God!

Grace Is Important

If you are thinking this is not
an important part of our calling as
Christians, think again. A fuller
quotation of Colossians 3:15 says,
“Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to the which also ye are
called.” As a member of Christ’s
Body, you are called to let God’s
peace rule in your heart when
wronged. This will come as quite
a shock to the many Christians
who feel they are called to make
others agree with them in matters
of faith and practice, even if they
have to destroy the peace that ex-
ists between them to do so!

You know what that means,
don’t you? It means that most
Christians have missed their call-
ing! You are no doubt familiar
with this figure of speech. People
use it when they see you have an
aptitude for something you do not
employ to make a living. Someone
once told this writer he should
have been a lawyer. While we are
sure he meant well, we are not
quite sure how to take that! But
if you don’t want to miss your call-
ing as a Christian, you need to let
God’s peace rule in your heart.

There is something else you
need to consider about your call-
ing. Colossians 3:15 goes on to say
that “ye are called in one body,” the
Body of Christ. There’s no getting
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out of the Body of Christ, so you
might as well learn to get along
with the other members. After
all, the members of your physical
body all live together in perfect
harmony. Your thumb always
forgives your hand when you hit it
with a hammer. Of course! What
choice does your thumb have? It’s
not like your thumb can put in
for a transplant, and it’s not like
there’s some other Body of Christ
you can go to if you can’t get along
with the members of this Body.

We like to compare living in the
Body to the living arrangements
described in The Diary of Anne
Frank. The people sequestered
in that tiny living space had to
learn to live together, for they had
no place else to go. As a member
of “the church which is His Body,”
you too have no place else to go, so
you are better off just forgiving the
members who do you wrong.

And we’re not talking about
forgiving grudgingly, with the at-
titude of, “All right, I'll forgive him,
but I'm not gonna like it!” That
kind of forgiveness just won’t do,
for Paul concludes Colossians 3:15
by adding, “and be ye thankful.”
God not only wants you to forgive
others, He wants you to be thank-
ful for the brother who wrongs

you! How will that help? Well,
it’s hard to be angry at someone
for whom you are thanking God.
This writer knows a Christian
who is just a pain in the neck, but
he faithfully serves the Lord. So
we thank God for him, and we find
this makes us much less likely to
want to wring his neck!

Perhaps you are thinking, “But
Pastor, there’s simply no justifica-
tion for what that rascal did to
me.” Maybe there isn’t. But why
not do what God did for you when
there was no justification for what
you did to Him, and forgive that
brother by grace, thereby living
the grace of God?

If you need some incentive,
why not use the incentive that
God used to motivate Him to
forgive you? After telling us that
we are “justified...by His grace,”
Paul says that God justified us
“through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: “Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood” (Rom. 3:24,25).
God’s incentive to forgive you
was the blood of Christ, and this
is your incentive to forgive those
who have wronged you—the most
powerful incentive imaginable.

If you are thinking, “But you
don’t know what she did to me!”
That’s true, we don’t, but was
it more than what you did to
God when you sinned against
His holiness? God forgave you
because of Christ’s blood, and
He has also forgiven that sister
who wronged you because of His
blood. Shouldn’t you forgive her
because of the blood? God is sat-
isfied with Christ’s payment for
her sin against you (Isa. 53:11);
shouldn’t you be? If you are not,
that means your standards are
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higher than God’s, and if your
standards are higher than God’s,
that’s a problem!

Now you are perhaps think-
ing, “Okay, I'll forgive her, but I'm
going to make her work for it.” If
that’s your attitude, you need to
check back with Romans 3:24, for
a fuller quotation reveals that we
are “justified freely by His grace.”
This means that God justified you
without making you work for it,
and that is how you need to for-
give others, freely by grace—that
is, if you want to live the grace
of God.

This is a thought that Paul
repeats in our next reference to
grace, found in Romans 4:4, where
we read: “to him that worketh is
the reward not reckoned of grace,
but of debt.” Here God explains
what grace is, and what it isn’t. It
isn’t something you can work for
(Rom. 11:6)! If God made you work
for your forgiveness, it wouldn’t be
grace. If you make your brother
work for your forgiveness, you’re
not living God’s grace. If you
only forgive those who are nice
to you, God says you are keeping
company with sinners (Luke 6:33).
If you rather forgive your brother
freely by grace, you are keeping
company with God Himself.

Grace in Tribulations

It is now time to consider yet
another aspect of living the grace
of God. Up until now, we have been
talking about living God’s grace
amidst difficult people. As impor-
tant as that is, we are also called to
live the grace of God amid difficult
circumstances. This brings us to
our next reference to grace, found
in Romans 5:1-4. Here we read
of “this grace wherein we stand,”

and how it helps us to deal with
“tribulations.”

We don’t have to tell you that
the Christian life is filled with
tribulations. They sometimes
come in the form of pain, suffer-
ing, and illness. When that hap-
pens, we need to stand in God’s
grace, and not go running to men
who claim to have the gift of heal-
ing, who can’t help us anyway. At
other times, tribulations come in
the form of financial adversity,
especially in these difficult eco-
nomic times. When that happens,
we need to stand in God’s grace,
and not go running for help from
the prosperity preachers, who
can’t help us either.

Dealing with these tribulations
causes “the outward man” to “per-
ish” (IT Cor. 4:16), either as the
direct result of physical affliction,
or else from the stress caused by
keeping up with financial chal-
lenges. At such times we need to
remember that “the inward man
is renewed day by day.” This in-
ward man renewal does not come
automatically, however. As Paul
says elsewhere, he is “renewed in
knowledge” (Col. 3:10)—but in a
knowledge of what? We believe
it is in the knowledge that “our
light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us” (Il Cor.
4:17). And here all this time you
thought your tribulations were
working against you! God says
they are working for you!

What exactly are our tribula-
tions working for us? “A far more
exceeding and eternal weight of
glory” (I Cor. 4:17); i.e., rewards
at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Why would God reward us for suf-
fering sickness and financial ad-
versities? We believe it is because
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we live in a dispensation where
even the most faithful believer
has to live with these things.

Things were different for Israel
under the Law. God promised
them, “If thou wilt diligently hear-
ken to the voice of the Lord...I will
put none of these diseases upon
thee” (Ex.15:26). If they were good,
God would bless them with good
crops (Lev. 26:4,5), peace (vv. 6-8)
and prosperity (vv. 9,10). These
are not promises God has made to
His people today, despite what the
health and wealth preachers say.
We are not under the Law (Rom.
6:14), and so we cannot hold God
to promises that were part of the
terms of the Law.

But this is why God plans to
reward us for having to deal with
things that His people in time
past could avoid by being faithful
to Him. We like to compare it to
“combat pay” in the military. All
soldiers are paid for their service,
but those who are exposed to the
dangers of combat are paid extra.
In the same way, God plans to re-
ward us for serving Him in an age
where we are exposed to the kinds
of things His people didn’t have to
deal with under the Law.

Now that you know that the
tribulations in your life are work-
ing for you, doesn’t that help you
deal with the burden and dis-
comfort of these adversities? It
should, just as knowing you are
getting healthier helps you deal
with the burden and discomfort
of exercise! This is especially so
when we read God’s promise that
“the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).
In other words, the rewards that

God has planned for you for deal-
ing with tribulation can only be
described as incomparable.

But if rewards in the next life
aren’t enough to change how you
feel about adversity in this life,
we hasten to add that adversity is
working for you in this life as well.
Paul says that “tribulation wor-
keth patience...experience; and...
hope” in this life (Rom. 5:3,4), and
this too should cause us to evalu-
ate our troubles in a new light.
Nothing else on earth pays divi-
dends both in this life and in the
life to come. No wonder Paul says
“we glory in tribulations” (v. 3)!

Russian psychologist Ivan
Pavlov was well known for the
experiments he conducted with
dogs. In one of these, he adminis-
tered a daily electric shock to one
poor pooch, who understandably
growled when subjected to such
abuse. Pavlov learned to modify
the dog’s response, however, by
giving him a treat subsequent to
each jolt. After his pet learned to
associate the discomfort with a
forthcoming treat, he soon stopped
meeting each shock with a growl,
and eventually even learned to
respond by wagging his tail in
anticipation! While you may
never learn to greet the shocks of
life with quite the same level of
tail-wagging anticipation, keeping
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these benefits in mind should help
us all learn to “glory in tribula-
tions” with the apostle who prob-
ably experienced more tribulation
than any of us will ever know.

Grace Is Much More

Our next reference to grace is
in Romans 5:15, where Paul com-
pares the sin of Adam to the sac-
rifice of Christ, noting that, just
as Adam’s sin condemned men,
Christ’s sacrifice saves them. But
as Paul points out in this passage,
the grace of Christ’s sacrifice does
“much more” than just restore the
innocence Adam lost. If all you
received when you got saved was
Adam’s innocence, you'd soon sin
and find yourself right back in
condemnation. That’s why God’s
grace does “much more” than just
restore what Adam took away. Us-
ing the phrase “much more” again
in verse 17, Paul speaks of “they
which receive abundance of grace”
and “the gift of righteousness” (v.
17). Add to this righteousness the
spiritual blessings we read about
in Ephesians 1:3, and we can
surely say with Paul that “where
sin abounded, grace did much
more abound” (Rom. 5:20).

Is that how you treat people
who abound in sin against you?
Or do you just forgive them, and
restore them to the relationship
they had with you before they
transgressed? While most of us
would consider this our Christian
duty, just doing your duty doesn’t
make you a profitable servant
(Luke 17:10). Why not consider
doing “much more,” and live the
grace of God by heaping gifts on
those whom you have forgiven?
Why would you want to do that?
Well, for one thing, it would make

you godly; i.e., it would make you
like God, which is the definition
of the word godly. For another,
imagine the testimony that some-
thing like that would have!

In 2006, a gunman entered an
Amish schoolhouse in Pennsyl-
vania and shot ten young girls,
killing five, before taking his own
life. Within hours of this horrific
tragedy, members of the Amish
community visited the gunman’s
family, and not only forgave the
man, but did much more, setting
up a charitable fund for his fam-
ily. Their ability to go above and
beyond the call of forgiveness
became a news flash that circled
the globe, and brought worldwide
respect for the Amish and the God
they claim to serve. Just imagine
the acclaim that could be brought
to the grace message if grace be-
lievers were to react like that!

We know that, short of finding
yourselfin a high profile situation
like that, when you do much more
than forgive those who wrong
you, it is not likely to make news
around the world. But to be a fol-
lower of God in an area like this
is sure to testify to someone. If no
one else, it will surely serve as an
unforgettable witness to the one
to whom you do much more than
just forgive.

We know that this is high
ground, spiritually speaking, but if
you've ever sung, “Lord, plant my
feet on higher ground,” this just
might be the answer to the prayer
you pray each time you sing that
grand old hymn of the faith. And
beyond the eternal value of the
testimony you would be in such a
case, you'll be learning to live life
on the highest plane possible, that
of living the grace of God. ¥
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“The Preeminence
of Christ”
June 16-21, 2012

Cedar Lake Bible Conference Center
Cedar Lake, Indiana

Location:

Cedar Lake Bible
Conference Center
13701 Lauerman Street,
Cedar Lake, Indiana

Dates:
June 16-21, 2012

Bible Hour Teacher:
Pastor Jeff Seekins

Guest speakers from
around the country
will be present to
proclaim the riches
of God'’s grace!

Music Director:
Pastor Wes Barteck

At the Piano:
Mrs. Debbie Barteck

Accommodations: BBF
recommends that reserva-
tions be made early, although
accommodations are often
available for latecomers. For
reservations, please write:
Cedar Lake Conference
Center, Reservations Man-
ager, PO Box 665, Cedar
Lake, IN 46303, email:info@
cedarlakeministries.org, or
phone: 219-374-5941.

Facilities for travel trailers,
motor homes, and tent
camping include electric/
water hook-ups, dump sta-
tion, showers, etc.

For additional information
or to receive a brochure,
please contact David Brown
(BBF President) at 920-693-
3039 or pineridge @tds.net,
or visit the BBF website at:
www.bereanbiblefellowship.
weebly.com.
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he incomparable English

preacher, Charles Spurgeon,
once said, “Every circumstance
connected with the life of Christ is
deeply interesting to the Christian
mind. Wherever we behold our
Savior, He is well worthy of our
notice....All His weary pilgrim-
age, from Bethlehem’s manger
to Calvary’s cross, is, in our eyes,
paved with glory. Each spot upon
which He trod is, to our souls, con-
secrated at once, simply because
there the foot of earth’s Savior
and our own Redeemer once was
placed.

“When He comes to Calvary,
the interest thickens; then our
best thoughts are centered on
Him in the agonies of crucifixion,
nor does our deep affection permit
us to leave Him, even when, the
struggle being over, He yields up
the ghost. His body, when it is
taken down from the tree, still
is lovely in our eyes—we fondly
linger around the motionless
clay. By faith we discern Joseph
of Arimathea, and the timid Nico-
demus...drawing out the nails and

taking down the mangled body;
we behold them wrapping Him in
clean, white linen, hastily girding
him round with belts of spices;
then putting Him in His tomb, and
departing for the Sabbath rest.”

On the first day of the week,
Christ broke the bands of death
and rose again. In the words of
the angel who was there that glori-
ous morning, “Come, see the place
where the Lord lay” (Matt. 28:6).
It is in every sense of the word,
earth’s greatest day.

WITNESS OF THE
EMPTY TOMB

After the crucifixion of Christ,
Joseph begged Pilate for the body
of Jesus, that he might give it a
proper burial. Once in his pos-
session, Joseph and Nicodemus
wrapped the body and placed
it in the tomb—they placed the
Rock of Ages in a hewn-out rock.
Then they removed the object
holding the “great stone” in place,
allowing it to roll in front of the
entrance of the tomb. This stone
is estimated to have weighed more
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than a ton;in fact, it is said that it
would have taken the strength of
twenty men to move it. According
to the Scriptures, there were four
believers that day who witnessed
the entombment of our Lord’s
body: Joseph, Nicodemus, Mary
Magdalene, and the other Mary
(Matt. 27:57-61; John 19:38-42).

Shortly thereafter, the Chief
Priest and the Pharisees request-
ed that Pilate secure the tomb.
This was accomplished by doing
three things:

“So they went, and made
the sepulcher sure, sealing the
stone, and setting a watch” (Matt.
27:66).

To make the tomb sure meant
that the stone would have been
removed from the entrance so
the religious leaders and the
Roman soldiers could confirm
the body of Jesus was actually
there. Obviously it was present
and accounted for, seeing that the
soldiers sealed the tomb with the
Roman signet. The motto in those
days was, “Break a Roman seal,
and lose your life.” Finally, they set
a watch, which meant sixteen Ro-
man soldiers were posted nearby,
four of which were stationed at
the door of the tomb. We know
for certain that there were more
than two soldiers on duty because
Matthew clearly states that “some
of the watch came into the city”
after Christ’s resurrection (Matt.
28:11,12).

As dawn was breaking on
resurrection morn, the air, in all
probability, was cool and crisp.
When Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, and Salome ar-
rived at the burial plot, they were
amazed to find that the massive
stone had been removed and the

tomb was empty (Mark 16:1-3).
When Peter and John arrived on
the scene, they too were puzzled,
but eventually realized that the
reason the body was gone was
because Christ had risen from the
dead, as He had promised (John
20:19,20). The secured tomb was
empty, which bears witness to the
fact that Christ did indeed rise
from the dead. Even the unbeliev-
ing Roman watch confirmed that
the tomb they had been guarding
was empty (Matt. 28:11-15).

THE WITNESS OF ANGELS

“And, behold...the angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone
from the door, and sat upon it”
(Matt. 28:2).

Itis interesting that, according
to the four Gospels, there were
two different appearances of the
angels on the day Christ rose from
the dead. As messengers of God,
they announced the Savior’s birth,
and now one of them announces
His resurrection. But is it pos-
sible for one angel to move what
Mark calls a “very great” stone
(Mark 16:4), estimated to weigh
well over a ton? The strength
and ability of the angels of God
go far beyond our comprehension;
they are supernatural beings. For
example, in the days of Hezekiah,
one angel smote dead 185,000
Assyrian soldiers in one night
(II Kings 19:35; Isa. 37:36).

The account given to us by
Matthew makes it very clear that
the Lord had already risen from
the dead prior to the angel of the
Lord rolling the stone away from
the doorway. You see, the removal
of the stone was for our benefit.
It was removed by the angel so
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we could see the tomb was empty.
This is why the angel said to the
women present that day, “Fear
not ye: for I know that ye seek
Jesus, which was crucified. He
is not here: for He is risen” (Matt.
28:5,6).

THE WITNESS OF
THE LORD

Luke records for us that the
Lord showed Himself alive by
many infallible proofs—undeni-
able, irrefutable proofs (Acts 1:3).
In addition to the aforementioned
witnesses, the Lord was seen

by over 500 brethren at once in
Galilee (Matt. 28:10; I Cor. 15:6).
This was followed by perhaps the
most credible evidence of all: He
appeared to James and Paul, both
of whom rejected Him before His
resurrection.

Paul’s experience on the road
to Damascus, when He saw the
resurrected Christ, was similar
to that of Thomas, who couldn’t
deny his senses and said, “My
Lord and my God!” But there’s
still another infallible proof for
those who believe: He lives in our
heart by faith. Amen! I

Question Box

dispensation?”

“I receive and enjoy BBS’s daily devotionals. Regarding
today’s devotional about Enoch—the seventh from Adam, and
your question to your class regarding Enoch, is there any pos-
sibility of a correlation between Enoch and believers in this

Although there are similarities between the translation
of Enoch and the Rapture of the Church, it is important to
rightly divide the Word of truth in this comparison. We know,
for example, on the day Enoch was translated, the Mystery/
Rapture was still hidden in the mind of God (Rom. 16:25; Eph.
3:8,9; Col. 1:25,26). Therefore, I do not believe that Enoch is a
representation or type of the Church. This would only serve
to confuse the two programs of God.

Since Enoch lived and was translated under God’s prophetic
program, it is more probable that he is a type or representation
of the catching away of the faithful remnant of Israel at the
beginning of the Great Tribulation (See Rev. 3:10;12:5,6). Like
Enoch, they too will be caught up into the presence of God as
a result of their extraordinary faithfulness to the Lord.

Unrelated to all prophecy, only the members of the Church,
the Body of Christ, will be translated into His glorious presence
when the trump sounds. Perhaps today!

—Pastor Sadler
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Midwest Grace Fellowship

Spring Bible Conference

Location: Miracle Hills Ranch,
Bethany, Missouri

Dates: June 1-3, 2012
Theme: Christ Our All in All

Guest Speakers:

Pastor Joel McGarvey
Pastor Ken Lawson

For more information, please contact:

Dan Heyle (660) 425-6853 or
Pastor Ken Lawson (217) 498-6958

All are warmly welcome!

S

Celebrate Grace Camp:* ~

Location: Near Montrose, Colorado
Dates: August 3-5, 2012
Guest Speaker: Pastor Jeff Seekins

For directions or additional information, please contact:

Jerry and Judy Worthley at
(719) 371-3068 or (719) 371-6914
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ACCORDING
10 PAUL

By Tracy Lesan

___H_’- 'uu.

Bad News about the “Good News”

Religious folk talk a lot about “the gospel.” Many churches have
“gospel readings” during their worship services. Some have “gospel
choirs.” “Gospel crusades” attract thousands to large arenas. Pastors
frequently give “gospel sermons.” “Gospel tracts” are distributed around
the world. People from all walks of life enjoy listening to “gospel music.”
A few even evangelize using “gospel magic.”

With all of this talk about the gospel, you'd think that we must
know very well what it is and be in full agreement about it. If only
that were true! Most do know that the gospel or “good news” concerns
the Lord Jesus Christ and the necessity of faith in Him for eternal
salvation. So far, so good. But just watch the sparks fly when people
try to explain it in more detail!

Battles rage over all sorts of matters, from the meaning of “faith”
to the assurance of salvation and everything in between. In fact,
probably nothing else has caused more confusion and division among
God’s people than issues surrounding the good news. And that’s bad
news—very bad news.

The Standard of Truth

In this article I'd like to address a subject which, although usually
overlooked in the debates, would dispel much of the confusion and
help all of us to proclaim God’s message of eternal life with clarity and
confidence. It has to do with our authority-base and is the subject of
the following passage in the book of Galatians:
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I marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another;
but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel
of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

The Apostle Paul is writing to the churches that he had planted
in the province of Galatia (part of modern-day Turkey) during his
evangelistic ministry there (see Acts 13,14). The readers had believed
his message that Christ “gave Himself for our sins” (Gal. 1:4), and on
the basis of their “faith,” apart from “works of the law,” they had been
“justified” by God (Gal. 2:15-21). Sometime later, however, while Paul
was away, other religious leaders had come and started teaching the
Gentile believers that they needed to be circumcised, obey the Mosaic
Law, and live like Jews (see Acts 15:1-5; Gal. 2:11-14; 3:1-5; 4:9-11,;
5:2-12; 6:11-13). Evidently, many were being led astray by this false
teaching, so Paul intervened with this passionate and potent letter
with the goal of winning them back.

Of utmost importance in Paul’s stinging rebuke, quoted above, is the
standard which he gives for the true gospel. How can the Galatians
distinguish right teaching from wrong? How can they know which
preachers to follow? Very simply: by evaluating everything and every-
one according to Paul’s pattern.

No matter how piously the
preachers act or how frequently
they quote Scripture or how fer-
vently they pray or how loudly
they shout “Hallelujah!” or how
many followers they have or how
many best-sellers they’ve written
or how many miracles they've
performed or how many cathe-
drals they’ve built or how many
charities they’ve established or how many crosses adorn their robes
and crowns, if they don’t preach what Paul preached, they’re wrong.
Even if Paul himself were to return and minister again, or even if “an
angel from heaven” were to give a special revelation, if the content of
the message were in any way to contradict Paul’s prior teaching, the
Galatians must refuse it. And regarding the preachers, themselves,
all who promote “another gospel” are under a curse.

The reason why Paul so strongly emphasizes his gospel as the
standard of truth is that Christ Himself gave it to him directly from
heaven. He didn’t receive it through Peter or any other human agency
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but by the revelation of Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:12). It was the Lord who
had made known to him this all-important proclamation and the Lord
who had sent him to spread it. By this, the churches of Galatia—and all
believers still today—can know beyond the shadow of a doubt that the
words of Paul are the very words of their glorified Savior and Head.

The Mystery of the Gospel

The last verses of Romans similarly declare Paul’s unique authority
in the gospel:
Now to Him that is of power to stablish you according to my
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revela-
tion of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,
But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets,

according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known
to all nations for the obedience of faith (Rom. 16:25-26).

Paul calls the message which he preached “my gospel” (see Rom.
2:16; 2 Tim. 2:8) and describes it as “the preaching of Jesus Christ
according to the revelation of the mystery.” He also says that it has
been made known “by the scriptures of the prophets” or prophetic
Scriptures (graphé prophetikon). This surely doesn’t refer to the writ-
ings of the Old Testament prophets, for otherwise Paul couldn’t say
that the mystery “was kept secret since the world began, but now is
made manifest.” A parallel passage also affirms that it was “hid from
ages and generations, but now is made manifest to His saints” (Col.
1:26). The words but now unmistakably distinguish the present from
the past and draw attention to the newness of this important truth.!
God kept it a secret from everyone, including Israel’s prophets, until
He manifested (phanerod) it to Paul and other “apostles and proph-
ets” whom He sent to the Gentiles (Eph. 3:1-5).2 And Paul’s epistles,
specifically, are the “Scriptures” by which He has “made known” this
marvelous message to “all nations” (see 2 Pet. 3:15,16).

When Paul wrote the words “my gospel,” he wasn’t being conceited
or overly possessive. He had every right to refer to this marvelous
message as his in a special way because he was its first recipient and
primary preacher. The introductory greeting of his letter to Titus
brings this point out vividly:

Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ...In hope
of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began; But hath in due times manifested His word through preach-

ing, which is committed unto me according to the commandment
of God our Saviour (Titus 1:1-3).

The “hope of eternal life,” the believer’s sure expectation of living with
God in heaven forever, is obviously an essential aspect of the gospel.

Indeed, it’s “the hope of the gospel” (Col. 1:23). Paul says that God had
this “hope” in mind “before the world began” but manifested (phanerod)
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it “in due times.” Here again, as in Romans 16:25,26, we see that the
message which Paul proclaimed had been hidden in the past. And this
time, he explains even more clearly when and how it was revealed. The
Father unveiled His age-old plan for our eternal life, not in the laws of
Moses or Psalms of David or visions of Daniel or parables of Jesus or ser-
mons of Peter, but in the preaching of Paul: “through preaching, which
is committed unto me” [emphatic

egd]. It was Paul whom God chose »
to “make all men see” or to bring When we follow Paul,

to light [phétizo] this wondrous we're truly following Christ”
“mystery” about the “unsearchable
riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8,9). That’s
why Paul speaks of “the mystery of
the gospel” (Eph. 6:19).

But didn’t he preach the same
message as everybody else? Of
course he did—and didn’t! He
did proclaim the same crucified
and resurrected Savior as had the
apostles before him, but his gospel
was also startlingly new and differ-
ent in significant respects.

The Gospel of the Kingdom

Before Paul, God’s message of salvation and eternal life was “the
gospel of the kingdom” (Matt. 4:23), the good news about the Lord’s
coming reign upon the earth which “all His holy prophets” had been
announcing “since the world began” (Acts 3:21; see Isa. 9:6,7; 11:1-10).
According to this prophetic plan, the Jews enjoyed special favor as God’s
chosen people and were to be the channel of blessing to the Gentiles,
as the Lord promised Isaac:

And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven,
and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed (Gen. 26:4; see Isa. 60;
Zech. 8).

Jesus affirmed the Jews’ privileged position when He declared that
He had been sent only to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” and that
the Jewish “children” should be fed before the Gentile “dogs” (Matt.
15:21-28; see 10:5,6). Even after His resurrection this order remained,
as the disciples preached God’s Word “to none but unto the Jews only”
(Acts 11:19), and it took supernatural persuasion for Peter to enter a
Gentile’s home (Acts 10:28,29).

Another primary feature of God’s prophetic plan was the authority
of the Law. Obedience to the Mosaic commands was essential in order
to gain life and be counted just or righteous by God:

QQYIDI UIMISYS/WOI 010YdYI0ISIG)
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But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right...
[if he] hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments,
to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live (Ezek. 18:5,9; see Lev.
18:5; Deut. 6:24,25).

[Zacharias and Elisabeth] were both righteous before God,
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless (Luke 1:6; see 2:25).

The Lord Jesus emphasized the necessity of obedience to the Law
for gaining eternal life in the coming kingdom:
Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal

life? And he said unto him...if thou wilt enter into life, keep the com-
mandments (Matt. 19:16,17; see Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28).

Peter similarly taught that everyone who “fears” God and “worketh
righteousness” (ergazomai dikaiosyneé) is “accepted with Him” (Acts
10:34,35). For many years the believers in Jerusalem remained “zeal-
ous of the Law” (Acts 21:20), and some sought to impose the Law on
Gentiles (Acts 15:1,5).

The Gospel of the Grace of God

After that brief survey, we can perhaps better appreciate the sig-
nificance of the following declarations from Paul in his letter to the
Romans:

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested
(Rom. 3:21).

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness (Rom. 4:5).

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth (Rom. 10:4).

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek (Rom.
10:12).

The end of the Law?! Righteousness by faith without works?! No
difference between Jews and Gentiles?! These truths which are so
easily taken for granted today were nothing less than revolutionary
when Paul first spoke them, and they turned the religious world of
the first century upside down. They also cost Paul his reputation, his
comfort, his freedom, and, ultimately, his life.

God commissioned this new apostle to proclaim a new message of
eternal life, one which had no connection with a favored nation, human
merit, or a promised land. It’s good news for all mankind without dis-
tinctions: “all” people, including the Jews, are now equally “under sin”
(Rom. 3:9; see 3:23; 11:30-32), Christ “gave Himself a ransom” equally
“for all” (1 Tim. 2:4-7), and “all” who believe are equally blessed in Him
(Gal. 3:28). It’s good news of justification by grace through faith alone:
those who work not, but believe in Christ receive His righteousness
as a gift, never to be taken away (Rom. 4:5; see 3:24; 11:29). It’s good
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news of an enduring, heavenly, not earthly, inheritance: believers will
be taken home to heaven to share in their Lord’s glory and enjoy His
presence forever (Phil. 3:20,21; 1 Thes. 4:13-18).

These truths are not peripheral elements but the very essence of
Paul’s gospel, which he referred to as “the gospel of the grace of God”
(Acts 20:24). God kept this testimony of grace a secret in the past but
made it known “in due time” through Paul (1 Tim. 2:6; Titus 1:3) as part
of “the dispensation of grace” which He gave to him (Eph. 3:2).

Our Reliable Guide

The Bible plainly demonstrates that Paul is our God-ordained
authority in all matters relating to the message of salvation for the
present age. Though all of Scripture is equally inspired by God and
equally necessary for us to learn everything that He wants us to know
about Himself and His plan for the ages, Paul’s writings in particular
demand special attention. His proclamation of Christ “according
to the revelation of the mystery” is what the Lord is using today to
establish people (Rom. 16:25). And any deviation from it is under a
curse (Gal. 1:8,9).

A well-respected Bible teacher of days gone by aptly commented,
“Throughout church history, to depart from Paul has been heresy. To
receive Paul’s gospel and hold it fast is salvation.” He also remarked,
“You can judge any man’s preaching or teaching by this rule—is he
Pauline? Does his doctrine start and finish according to those state-
ments of Christian doctrine uttered by the Apostle Paul? No matter
how wonderful a man may seem in his gifts and apparent consecration,
if his gospel is not Pauline, it is not the gospel.™

Only those who teach according to Paul’s standard will give accurate
and authoritative answers to the myriad of questions surrounding
God’s good news. Only they will be “approved” workers who not need
be “ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15). The gospel according to Paul is God’s good
news for today. When we follow Paul, we’re truly following Christ.

Are you on the right road? u

Endnotes

1. For other new revelations introduced by but now or similar phrases, see Romans
3:21; 2 Corinthians 5:16; Ephesians 2:13; 3:5; 2 Timothy 1:10; Titus 1:3.

2. The other holy apostles and prophets to whom God revealed the mystery (Eph. 3:5;
see 2:20) were, doubtless, the same ones that Paul referred to in the next chapter:
When He ascended up on high...He gave some apostles; and some prophets (Eph.
4:8-11). They were men like Apollos, Silas, and Timothy (see 1 Cor. 4:6,9; 1 Thes.
1:1; 2:6) who were appointed after, not before, Christ’s ascension and served among
the Gentiles together with Paul.

3. Newell, William R., Romans: Verse-by-Verse (Grand Rapids: Kregel Classics, 1994), 2.

4. Newell, Paul versus Peter or Remarks on Galatians I and II (Grand Rapids: Bible
Doctrines to Live By), 5.
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The Epistles

of John

What in the World
Is Going On?

(1 John 2:16,17)

By Pastor Ricky Kurth

“For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world”
(I John 2:16).

Did you notice that with just
sixteen words, this humble apostle
managed to sum up the world and
all things in it? That’s quite an
accomplishment when you recall
that John was a fisherman, not
a philosopher; he had no degrees
hanging on his wall from institu-
tions of higher learning. What he
did have, of course, was the inspi-
ration of the Spirit, which caused
his words to be God’s words. This
means that what we are really
reading here is God’s summation
of the world and all things in it.

Notice that God’s summation of
the world remarks twice upon the
lusts that are in the world. The
dictionary defines the word lust
as a strong desire, and the Bible
uses this word in two ways. First,
there is “the lust of concupiscence”
(I'Thes. 4:5), the lust for illicit sex-
ual gratification that we normally

associate with the word lust. But
the Bible also speaks of lust for
something we don’t normally
associate with this word. When
Israel was in the wilderness, they
“fell a lusting,” saying, “Who shall
give us flesh to eat?” (Num. 11:4
cf. Psa. 78:18,30). Oddly enough,
the Bible speaks here of a lust
for food.

Here it is important to remem-
ber that the children of Israel were
not lusting for food because they
had nothing to eat! Speaking of
the manna that God gave them
for their need, we read that “man
did eat angels’ food: He sent them
meat to the full” (Psa. 78:25). So
they had food; they just wanted a
different kind of food than what
God was serving up (Num. 11:5,6).
That’s why “the wrath of God came
upon them” (Psa. 78:30,31).

Now remember, John is describ-
ing for us all that is in the world.
Would you say that so far he has
made an accurate assessment of
the world and all that is in it, in
describing people who were not
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satisfied with what they had,
wanting something else instead?
What a powerful summation of
the world about us!

Now we invite you to think
about this type of lust in terms
of the coming Tribulation, for
remember, I John is a Tribulation
epistle. We know that when the
Beast issues his mark, believers
will not be able to buy food with-
out it (Rev. 13:16,17). In response,
God plans to counter this bold
move with a bold move of His own,
once again feeding His people with
manna from heaven (Mic. 7:14,15).
When that happens, human na-
ture not having changed much in
the past 3500 years, some will un-
doubtedly tire of “this light bread”
as they did long ago (Num. 21:5),
and will begin to lust after food
other than what God will provide
them. We believe that this is “the
lust of the flesh” about which John
is warning them, for to procure the
kind of food for which their hearts
will lust, they will have to take the
mark of the Beast.

This lust of the flesh is not the
only lust they need beware of,
however, for John also warns them
about “the lust of the eyes.” The
Bible also recognizes this kind of
lust, the kind we normally associ-
ate with the word lust. Speaking
of “the evil woman,” Solomon
warns, “Lust not after her beauty
in thine heart” (Prov. 6:24,25). If
you are familiar with the Book of
Proverbs, you know that Solomon
speaks here to warn his son of the
danger of soliciting a harlot. This
is a warning that transcends all
dispensational bounds, for even
if you don’t catch a social disease
from such a solicitation, the moral
decay that springs from this kind

of lifestyle will eat you up inside
and leave you nothing but a
hollowed-out shell of a man.

If you know the Book of Prov-
erbs well, however, you know
that when it is read through the
eyes of Hebrew believers in the
Tribulation, Solomon’s warnings
of “the evil woman” will serve to
warn these Hebrews of “the great
whore...with whom the kings of
the earth have committed forni-
cation...Babylon the Great, the
mother of harlots” (Rev. 17:1-5).
We feel this great whore is the
religious system of the antichrist,
and that many a Tribulation Jew
will lust after her with his eyes,
even though he is already mar-
ried to God (Isa. 54:5; Jer. 3:14).
In yet another example of not
being satisfied with what they
have, they will lust after the great
whore with their eyes, and the
Antichrist will give them plenty
at which to look. He will rebuild
their temple, and ordain a priest-
hood that will once again lead
them in the observance of feast
days and the offering up of animal
sacrifices. The biggest thing he
will give them to look at, of course,
will be a messiah that they can
see with their own eyes.

We feel that this is the lust
of the eyes about which John is
warning. If you don’t think that
the trappings of religion can be se-
ductive to the eyes, remember that
the largest Christian denomina-
tion in the world is literally filled
with gold, and candles, and robes,
and stained glass windows, and all
the rest of the glitz and glamour of
religion that Satan has used down
through the centuries to seduce
countless millions through the
religious lust of their eyes.
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The apostle closes this verse
with one final warning for these
future believers, one which con-
cerns “the pride of life.” Since
John is writing to fathers, young
men, and little children (2:13,14),
we feel he has the entire nation of
Israel in mind, and so we likewise
feel that he is warning here about
a certain national pride in Israel.
If it be asked what national pride
Tribulation Jews are likely to be
engaged in, we believe the thing
of which the children of Israel
were always most proud was their
God-given religion. It would seem
that the religion of all ancient
nations was the thing of which
they were most proud when we
consider the following example
from Scripture:

“This world is scheduled
to burn, and it should hold
no place in our affections.”

After remarking on how God
had delivered Israel out of the
hands of Pharaoh, Moses’ father-
in-law observed, “Now I know
that the Lord is greater than all
gods: for in the thing wherein
they dealt proudly He was above
them” (Ex. 18:10,11). We feel that

Jethro speaks here of the national
pride the Egyptians had for their
religion, for it was in the area of
religion that God proved that He
was above them. Jethro’s words
verify something that we learn
from extrabiblical sources, some-
thing that concerns the plagues
with which God judged Pharaoh
and his nation. We are told that
the Egyptians worshipped the
Nile river, and so when God turned
the Nile into blood, God proved
that He was above them in the
area of their religion, the thing
wherein they dealt proudly. We
are also told that the Egyptians
worshipped the sun, and so when
God brought darkness on the land
of Egypt, God once again proved
He was above them in the thing
wherein they dealt proudly. We
understand that every one of
the ten plagues with which God
afflicted Pharaoh and his people
was designed to embarrass one of
their gods.

We say all that to better un-
derstand Hosea 7:10, where the
prophet speaks of “the pride of
Israel.” Here we believe that, as it
was with the Egyptians, the pride
of Israel was her God-given reli-
gion, which consisted mainly in a
sacrifice system of which the chil-
dren of Israel were very proud. It
was not, however, anything about
which they should have been
proud; in fact, their religion was
designed by God to make them
ashamed. Hebrews 10:3 says
that “in those sacrifices there is a
remembrance again made of sins.”
They should have been ashamed
that innocent animals had to die
to pay for their sins. That’s why
a fuller quotation of Hosea 7:10
reads as follows:
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“And the pride of Israel testi-
fieth to his face: and they do not
return to the Lord their God, nor
seek Him for all this.”

The sacrifices of Israel testified
that God’s people were sinners; yet
for all that testimony, they refused
to return to the Lord. Instead of
being ashamed of their religion,
they were proud of it.

This then, we feel, was Israel’s
“pride of life’—and will be again
in the Tribulation. When the
Antichrist rebuilds their temple
and reinstates their religion,
complete with a system of animal
sacrifices, pride will again rise up
in the hearts of Jews around the
world. Thus we feel that it is this
“pride of life” about which John
was warning, the thing they will
have to resist in that terrible day,
for as John says, these lusts and
this pride are “not of the Father,”
but are “of the world.”

“And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for
ever” (I John 2:17).

The phrase passeth away is a
well-known figure of speech, and
the Bible uses it in the same way
that we use it today. When we
hear that someone has passed
away, we know that someone has
died. In the same way, the Bible
predicts that “the heavens shall
pass away...the earth also,” speak-
ing of how each will be “burned
up” (IT Pet. 3:10). No wonder John
says, “love not the world” (I John
2:15), and no wonder Paul coun-
sels us to “seek those things which
are above,” and “set your affection
on things above, not on things on
the earth” (Col. 3:1,2). This world
is scheduled to burn, and it should
hold no place in our affections.

The man who bought the house
on the corner of the street where
this writer lives soon found out
that it would be next to impossible
to bring it up to code and render it
habitable. He was not fazed, how-
ever, for he was only interested in
the land, and so he donated the
house to the local fire department.
They in turn have scheduled a day
in which they will set fire to the
house in order to provide real-life
experience for their firefighters.

Knowing this, on the day before
the controlled burn, how many
of you would choose to move
your belongings into this doomed
residence? We're talking about all
your earthly possessions, every-
thing you hold dear. “Of course
not,” you exclaim, “the building
is scheduled to be burned!” Yet
everything that so many believers
hold dear is right here on earth,
“where moth and rust doth cor-
rupt” (Matt. 6:19), awaiting the
day when “the elements shall melt
with fervent heat,” and “the earth
also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up” (II Pet. 3:10).

Many years ago I was fishing
with my father when I hooked
a small perch and began to reel
him in. Suddenly a large North-
ern Pike hit the perch, and just
as suddenly I was struggling to
reel in a much bigger fish! After
netting the pike and bringing it
into the boat, we were amazed
to learn that he had never been
hooked by our lure. He ended up
on our dinner plate because he
Jjust refused to let go of the perch.
We often think of that Northern
when we see believers who just
refuse to let go of the world, and
the things that are in the world.
Don’t be one of them! ¥
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BBS Letter Excerpts

From Illinois:

“Thank you so much for getting
down to the ‘nitty-gritty’ of the truth
of the Scriptures. I haven’t been able
to find very much of it in the churches
I've attended. Truth-seekers desper-
ately need someplace to feed them-
selves, and my spirit relates to the
truth you guys are printing.”

From Tennessee:

“I played the piano for years in
a denominational church, when two
months ago I quit after a disagree-
ment over Acts 2. I gave them your
Two Minutes with the Bible devo-
tional on The Teachings of Jesus. 1
was predicting what would happen.
If you know of a church near me, let
me know.”

From our Inbox:

“Our family has been through the
mill with denominational preachers
the past few years, who have no an-
swer for me. They try to tell us what
we should be doing, yet I don’t find it
in the Bible. I started on this path
by telling my kids that they don’t
need to trust and follow what men
say, but what God says. So we began
to take the basic things we believe
and search them out. Where were
they in the Bible? No one wants to
answer our questions and it seems to
not matter! Since I can’t afford to go
to Bible college, what do you suggest
I do? I am a stay-at-home mom of
five children.” (Berean Bible Institute
now has distant learning classes for
people just like you!—Ed).

From Arkansas:

“My husband and I enjoy the
Searchlight each month. It is full of
good Bible studies that encourage us
in our walk within the Body of Christ
and right division. We have a home
Bible study every Sunday and have
used some of the Searchlight material
in our studies. We do not have a local
assembly, so receiving the Searchlight
each month is a blessing.”

From West Virginia:

“The article you wrote about foot-
washing hit home because I didn’t
know how to explain that to my broth-
er. I knew it was under the gospel of
the kingdom and not for the Body of
Christ. The Searchlight keeps me
grounded, since we don’t have a grace
church in our area.”

From British Columbia:

“We do not have a Berean church
near us, so we really appreciate get-
ting the Searchlight.”

From West Virginia:

“For about a year I have been
receiving the Searchlight, and from
what I have read from the Bible and
what you publish it seems to add up...
I am very disappointed that I can’t
find a good place to call home and
have a true church that will follow
the Word.”

From New York:

“The Searchlight is my lifeline, as
I'm by myself....rightly dividing has
been the most wonderful help.”
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The Confession of Sins
By Ken Lawson

This 36-page booklet is a re-
examination of 1 John 1:9, providing
a proper view of it, both within its
dispensational context in the New
Testament and also within the context
of the epistle of 1 John itself.

Price: $2.00

| ; Back in Print!
el ord’s

raver
i The Lord’s Prayer
By C. R. Stam

The vast majority of professing Christians still
repeat “The Lord’s Prayer” —often in unison. We
are exceptions to this rule, and it is the purpose of
this 24-page booklet to point out just why.

Price: $1.00

The Believer's Walk
By C. R. Stam

This 28-page booklet examines carefully
the Scriptures which deal with the Holy Spirit
and His work at Pentecost as well as His work
today under grace and how this affects the
believer’s walk.

Price: $2.00

Orders up to $30.00, please add $4.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $30.00, please add 15% for postage and handling.

Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!
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_ True Spiritualitysg

By Cornelius R. Stam

The believer’s walk today does not involve praying the
Lord’s prayer or confessing your sins (see opposite page)!

A Practical Guide to Living the Christian Life!

HARDCOVER
§”E a0l 209 PAGES
Special Price:

$10.00

C. R STAM

Do you long to be truly spiritual? If you do, True Spirituality may be
just the book to help you. We should all long to be truly spiritual, but what
is true spirituality? This is the question Pastor Stam seeks to answer in this
book, by the Scriptures—and the Scriptures, rightly divided.

THIS OFFER ENDS MAY 31, 2012

(Extended 21 days for all foreign orders)

Orders up to $30.00, please add $4.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $30.00, please add 15% for postage and handling.

-

’s Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

©iStockphoto.com/Andrew Johnson

To order: Call 262-255-4750 or visit www.bereanbiblesociety.org



News and
Announcements

New MP3 Messages: Two new series by BBS president Pastor Paul
Sadler have been added to the hundreds of audio messages already
appearing on our web site. Understanding Dispensationalism and Acts,
Dispensationally Considered are sure to be greatly used of God to help
introduce the grace message to countless visitors to our site, especially
if you refer your friends and family to www.bereanbiblesociety.org/MP3/.
Be sure to log on yourself, and get in on yet another free opportunity to
grow in God’s grace, afforded to you by the faithful financial supporters of
the Berean Bible Society. Don’t you wish you were one of them?

The 21st Century Women of Grace Conference will be held July 7th
& 8th at your editor's home church, Faith Bible Church of Steger, lllinois.
Speakers will include Barb Sistelos, a former TCM missionary to Brazil,
currently working with her husband Tony at TBS Ministries, and Mari
Edgekoski, a former successful businesswoman and teacher of women’s
Bible classes. Conference Director Johanna Bright reports that this confer-
ence will cover women’s health, etiquette in today’s society, music, litera-
ture, and everyday living for today’s Christian woman. Jo would be more
than happy to tell you more if you write her at mommayaya @ att.net.

Tony Sistelos was ordained to the ministry by the St. Louis Community
Bible Church in St. Louis, on April 1st. Your editor was on hand with the
church’s own Pastor Rick Owsley to welcome Tony to the ministry. While
his ordination unleashes yet another grace pastor on the stranglehold that
Satan has held on the truth for far too long, Tony is already spoken for, as
he has assumed the presidency of the St. Louis Theological Seminary.
He and his wife Barb invite your prayers for them as he brings his strong
academic background to the helm of a work that God has already richly
blessed under the leadership of Pastor Owsley.

Did you notice? Every one of the letters in this month’s Letter Excerpts
(See page 27) is from a “stranded” grace believer. Your support of Berean
Bible Society allows us to be a spiritual lifeline to many who have no grace
church to teach them God’s rightly divided Word.

r The Au Sable Lighthouse is located in the Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore near Grand Marais, Michigan.
The shoreline in this area is considered one of North
America’s most beautiful, but in the 1800’s it was con-
sidered a “ship trap” and one of the most deadly.




PRICE LIST

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM—FOUNDER
(Hardcover—Gold Stamped)

Acts, Dispensationally Considered, Vol. 1 (originally Vol. I & II) ......... $21.50
Acts, Dispensationally Considered, Vol. 2 (originally Vol. III & IV)....... 21.50
Colossians (Commentary, w/Bible Index) ........ccccceeveerviirnieniienneenienneen. 14.50
I Corinthians (Commentary) ........ccccveeeeiierecieeeiiieeeieeeeiee e e 12.50
II Corinthians (Commentary).........cccccvuveeeeeieiiiiieee e e 12.50
Divine Election and Human Responsibility .........cccoooeiiiiiiiiiieeieeinnnn... 10.50
Galatians (Commentary, w/Bible Index)..........cccccooeeiiiiieiieciieeeeeeneeen. 14.50
Hebrews, Who Wrote It and Why? ........cccoooeiiiiiiiiieee e, 10.50
Holding Fast the Faithful Word (w/Bible Index) .........cccccueeiiiieinniennnnen. 14.50
Man, His Nature and Destiny ..........ccccvvveeiiieiiiieiiieniiiieeeeeeeeeee e, 12.50
Memoirs of Pastor Cornelius R. Stam, The...........cccoevvvieeeeviireeeeeennnn.. 13.50
Pastoral Epistles (Commentary).........cccccveeeeieeeeiiieeeiiieeeieeesrieeeevee e 12.50
Paul, His Apostleship and Message (w/Bible Index) .........ccccccveeeuveeneen. 11.50
Sermon on the Mount, The ............ooooiiiiiiiiiii e 10.50
Suggestions for Young Pastors ..........ccccceveeieeiiiiieiieciiieeeeeeeee e 10.50
Thessalonians (Commentary)..........cccoccuveeeeeeiiiieeeeeeeieeee e e e 11.50
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index) .........ccccooeeviiiiiiiciiiieee e, 13.50
True Spirituality (w/Bible Index)........ccccceeieeiiiiiiiieiciieee e 11.50
Paperbacks
Baptism and the Bible .........cc.coioiiiiieiieieeieeeeceeeeeee ettt $9.00
Lord’s Supper and the Bible, The........cccccveeriiiiiiiieeiie e 7.00
Moses and Paul (w/Bible INdeX) .......cccceeevieeriireriieeeiee e eevee e 7.00
NO Other DoCtrine. .......coeecuieiiiiieeciie ettt e ree e ere e 9.00
Our Great Commission (w/Bible Index)........ccccoeceeieiiiineiiieeniieeeiee e, 9.00
Present Peril, THe. ... 9.00
Satan in DeriSIon ........cocciiiiiiiiiiiie e 9.00
Things That Differ, English or Spanish (w/Bible Index)...........ccceeuveenne 10.00
Two Minutes with the Bible .........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 11.00
Twofold Purpose of God, The (w/Bible Index)..........ccccvveeireviiieeeennnnnenn. 7.00
WRITINGS BY PAUL M. SADLER—PRESIDENT
Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ (HC, w/Bible Index)....... $12.50
Life and Letters of the Apostle Peter, The (HC, w/Bible Index).............. 13.50
Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians (HC, w/Bible Index) ........ccccceeevvuveennnen. 16.50
Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians (HC, w/Bible Index) ...........cccceeeunnneen. 12.00
Studies in James (Paperback, w/Bible Index)..........cccceeeeviieirieeeinrieenneen. 10.00
Triumph of His Grace, The (HC, w/Bible Index) ........cccccevvueeveerieenueennne. 13.50
According to the Scriptures (Booklet) ........ccoceevvieenieniiiniinieenieiieniene 2.00
Are You Secure? (BoOKIEL)........cceveiiiiieiiieeiieeiee et eeeeesvee e ens 2.00
Historical Beginning of the Church, The (Booklet)............cccvveeeeennnnen... 3.00
Institution of Marriage, The (BooKlet).........cccceeeiieiiiiiiieieciiieeeeeeiieeee. 4.00
Key to Understanding the Scriptures, The (Chart)...........ccccvvveeeeennnnn... 0.50
Supernatural Sign Gifts of the Acts Period, The (Booklet)..................... 4.00
Trials and Temptations (BooKkIet).........cccceeeeeriiiiiiieiiiiieee e 2.00
Uncertain Trumpet of Water Baptism, The (Booklet).........ccccceeernieennee 2.00

Orders up to $30.00, please add $4.00 for postage and handling
Orders over $30.00, please add 15% for postage and handling

Foreign Orders must be remitted in U. S. Currency.
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“Grace is the good pleasure of God that
inclines Him to bestow benefits upon the
undeserving.” —A. W. Tozer




