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Dearly Beloved,

You will recall when Joseph interpreted the
dream of Pharaoh that God revealed to him how
there would be seven years of “great plenty”

throughout the land of Egypt, followed by seven years of famine.  The
patriarch predicted that the famine would be so severe that all the
blessings of the former years would be forgotten.  Joseph wisely in-
structed Pharaoh that during the seven plenteous years one-fifth of
Egypt’s crops each year should be placed in storage to endure the
harsh reality of the years of famine.

Although we have no way of knowing for certain, we could well be
on the eve of a spiritual famine as a result of persecution.  The omi-
nous storm clouds gathering on the horizon may soon pose a major
threat to Christianity.  Paul warns us: “This know also, that in the last
days perilous times [hard times, grievous times] shall come...yea, and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

For some years now, the humanists, with their “gods of time and
chance” called evolution, have sought to eradicate every semblance
of the Christian faith from society.  The so-called “enlightened” do not
believe there is a God and they will not be satisfied until everyone who
names the name of Christ is silenced.  But this isn’t the only threat to
Christendom.  According to Islam anyone who refuses to acknowledge
Allah is an infidel and unworthy to live.  The Islamic extremists who
kidnap, torture, and murder the innocent are sending a message to the
west (Christian nations); they will not rest until the world embraces
the ideology of Islam!

We may well be living near the end of the plenteous years, spiritu-
ally speaking, before the persecution at the hands of men intensifies.
The goal of the ungodly is to silence the voice of Christianity.  We are
not speaking of the wrath of God, but the wrath of man.  Paul says to
redeem the time “because the days are evil,” and they are growing
more evil everyday.  Beloved ones, the time has come to take spiritual
things more seriously.  It is very important to be under the ministry
of the Word and store the Word of God in your heart that you might
be better prepared to weather the approaching storms.

In His service,

Paul M. Sadler, President

From the
Editor to You:



The fruits of our Lord’s resurrection
from the dead are many and important:

First, there were immediate results.
It silenced those who had ridiculed His
claims, and struck terror into their
hearts.  It explained how the prophe-
cies would be fulfilled which pre-
dicted the death of Christ and the
kingdom glory to follow.  It heartened
His followers, making cowards bold,
turning their fear into faith, their sor-
row into joy and their despair into glo-
rious victory.

Then there were also long-range
results, for our Lord’s resurrection is
a warning to unbelievers:

“Because [God] hath appointed a
day in the which He will judge the
world in righteousness by that Man
whom He hath ordained; whereof He
hath given assurance unto all men, in
that He hath raised Him from the dead”
(Acts 17:31; see also John 5:22,27;
Acts 10:42).

As to believers, first, Christ’s res-
urrection from the dead assures us that
our debt of sin has been fully paid:

“[He] was delivered for our offences,
and was raised again for our justifica-
tion.  Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 4:25; 5:1).

Second, His resurrection gives us
a living Savior to help us in our daily
walk.

“Wherefore He is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them” (Heb.
7:25).

Third, His resurrection is the
pledge of our own:

“That Christ should suffer, and that
He should be the first to rise from the
dead...” (Acts 26:23).

“But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of
them that slept” (I Cor. 15:20).

“Blessed be the God and father of
our Lord Jesus Christ who, according
to His abundant mercy, hath begotten
us again unto a living hope by the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead” (I Pet. 1:3).

Two Minutes With the Bible originated as a newspaper series, and still
appears in about 700 newspapers across the country.  If you would like
to place Two Minutes in your local paper, contact Pastor Russ Miller here
at BBS.  Two Minutes then evolved into a daily devotional book (See
page 31 for price and shipping costs).  Finally, you can now sign up to
have Two Minutes automatically e-mailed to you on a daily basis, featur-
ing some articles that do not appear in the book.  Just visit our website at
www.bereanbiblesociety.org and click on Two Minutes With the Bible.

WITH THE BIBLE
BY CORNELIUS R. STAM, FOUNDER

BEREAN BIBLE SOCIETY
PO BOX 756

GERMANTOWN, WI 53022

THE FRUITS OF THE RESURRECTION

TWO MINUTES



The Importance
of the Local
Church (Part IV)
By Paul M. Sadler

Several years ago my wife and
I had the opportunity to min-

ister the gospel of the grace of
God in San Francisco.  While we
were there we crossed the Golden
Gate Bridge, which is one of the
engineering wonders of the world.
What many may not realize is the
south pier of the bridge rests on
the San Andreas Fault zone.  It is
said the Golden Gate had to be
designed and built to withstand
an 8.0 magnitude earthquake on
the Richter scale.  Consequently,
the engineers knew they needed
two things—a sure foundation
and flexibility!

The two towers that grace the
center of the bridge were sunk
deep beneath the floor of the bay
and rest squarely on bedrock.  The
upper part of the span is secured
with thousands of steel wires
which provide flexibility.  Accord-
ing to the specifications, the bridge
can sway 20 feet at the center
without collapsing.  While all of

this may be true, I wouldn’t want
to be traveling across it during
an earthquake!

Like the Golden Gate Bridge
that is dependent upon its foun-
dation, those who provide spiritual
leadership for the local assembly
must be securely anchored in the
Lord.  They must tower above the
circumstances by setting an ex-
ample for all to follow.  But effec-
tive leadership also entails being
flexible.  Paul instructed Titus to
choose elders who were “not self-
willed,” that is, someone who always
has to have his way, overbearing,
inflexible (Titus 1:7).  While a
leader must never compromise
the faith, he should stand ready
at times to bow to the collective
wisdom of those with whom he is
serving in the administrative af-
fairs of the Lord’s work.  I’ve had
the privilege of working with
godly men over the years who
didn’t always see eye to eye, but
by the grace of God we were able
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to work through the circum-
stances and come to a general
consensus for the sake of the min-
istry.  We all desired His will to be
accomplished, not ours!

QUALIFICATIONS
OF AN ELDER

“A bishop [overseer] then must
be blameless, the husband of one
wife, vigilant, sober, of good be-
havior, given to hospitality, apt
to teach; not given to wine, no
striker, not greedy of filthy lucre;
but patient, not a brawler, not
covetous.” —I Tim. 3:2,3

The long list of qualifications
the apostle addresses here is a
solemn reminder to the local
church that great care should be
taken in the selection of spiritual
leaders.  Having touched on the
first two qualifications in our last
lesson, the apostle adds that those
being considered for the office of
overseer must also be:

Vigilant: Although this term in
the original is usually associated
with abstinence from the drink-
ing of wine, seeing that the apos-
tle addresses strong drink later
in the list, he is undoubtedly speak-
ing figuratively of being spiritu-
ally sober.  An overseer must not
have his senses dulled by the
things of the world, but have full
use of all his faculties.  This will
enable him to be watchful, alert,
observant and more cautious.  In
other words, he will be attentive
to what’s going on in the local as-
sembly and community in order
to prevent sin and error from tak-
ing hold.

Sober: This particular word
has to do with being temperate,

earnest.  While there is a place for
humor in the pulpit, it is inappro-
priate to turn a worship service
into a comedy show.  The Lord’s
people are less likely to take a
pastor’s ministry seriously if he’s
always trying to impress every-
one with his comedic skills.

Good behavior: The Greek
word Paul uses here is kosmios,
which has the idea of being well
arranged or orderly.  In the Pas-
toral Ministry class that I help to
teach at the Berean Bible Insti-
tute, I always share with the stu-
dents that their messages should
not be like a shotgun blast that
hits every subject under the sun.
Rather, they need to organize
their thoughts and presentation
so everyone can follow the theme
they are weaving throughout the
message.  Furthermore, the de-
mands of the ministry call for
someone who does all things in
an orderly fashion.

Hospitality:  In biblical times,
it was fairly common for someone
to open their home to a guest.  But
being hospitable had far more in
view than simply inviting a Chris-
tian friend over for dinner.  Trav-
elers were often invited to stay for
days and even weeks, especially
during times of persecution when
many believers were left home-
less or destitute.  Although some
may have feared for their lives for
hosting the persecuted, the lead-
ers of the assembly were to set the
example by opening their homes
to Christian strangers.

Apt to teach: This is one quali-
fication we strongly believe every
overseer who is considered for the
office should possess.  The thought
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is, not one who might teach, but
one who is skilled and willing to
teach if called upon to open the
Scriptures.  During a time of cri-
sis in the local assembly those who
have willingly ministered the Word
are more qualified to resolve the
problem, and less likely to be the
problem (II Tim. 2:24,25).

Not given to wine: While wine
was freely used in biblical times
at meals and feasts (John 2:7-11),
it was not to be abused.  Drunk-
enness is a sin!  Since strong drink
is so closely associated with world-
liness, we feel it is best for believ-
ers today to abstain altogether for
the sake of the Lord’s work.  This
is particularly true of those who
hold positions of leadership in the
assembly.

No striker: This is an individual
who is quick-tempered.  There are
times in the ministry when the
spiritual warfare becomes so in-
tense you can cut the atmosphere
with a knife.  The last thing that
is needed at such times is some-
one in a position of leadership
who’s short-fused and flies off the
handle.  A leader must be calm
under fire!  Great care should be
taken here by those involved in
the selection process of an elder.

Not greedy of filthy lucre: The
Scriptures are clear that the work-
man is worthy of his hire.  Seeing
that a pastor and his family live
in the same community as his
congregation, the price of hous-
ing, utilities, groceries, gasoline,
and other expenses are basically
the same.  Therefore his salary
should be equivalent to the aver-
age income of those whom he is
serving.  While the local church

is responsible to meet the needs
of the pastor, he is not to be a
lover of money.  If he is preoccu-
pied with personal gain it will
distract him from fully dedicat-
ing himself to the ministry of the
Word.  It is important that he has
his priorities in place.

Patient: A leader is to be for-
bearing.  Those called to a new
assembly to minister the Word
oftentimes have high expecta-
tions of the members of their con-
gregation.  Normally what they
find after the first few months
is that many of their people are
struggling in the faith.  Then there
are those who should be teach-
ers that need to be taught again
the first principles of the Word of
God.  Pastors and teachers need
to think in terms of years, not
months, when ministering to the
Lord’s people.  This is what lead-
ership is all about—it’s patiently
teaching, challenging, and encour-
aging the saints.

Not a brawler: An overseer is
not to be contentious.  He isn’t to
be looking for a good fight because
he’ll probably find one, in short
order.  The opposite of brawler is
peacemaker!  It is enjoyable to
work with godly leaders that are
gifted in defusing an emotionally
charged discussion.  They are
skilled in the fine art that a little
honey goes much farther than a

“A leader must
be calm

under fire!”
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full measure of vinegar.  In other
words, they understand the differ-
ence between “tact” and “contact”
in maintaining good relations
among the brethren.

Not covetous: There are those
who selfishly enter the ministry
for all the wrong reasons.  And they
do so at their own peril!  Since the
apostle already dealt with the is-
sue of the love of money he is ap-
parently addressing other lustful
desires, such as coveting what oth-
ers possess, hoping to be rewarded
by them in some way.  There are
also some ministers of the gospel
who merely desire fame and popu-
larity.  Consequently, they use the
Lord’s people to catapult them-
selves into the lime light.  A pas-
tor who humbles himself before
the Lord is more precious than
fine gold.

A SUPERINTENDENT
OF GOD

“One that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in sub-
jection with all gravity; (For if a
man know not how to rule his own
house, how shall he take care of
the church of God?)” (I Tim. 3:4,5).

In these passages, Paul gives
the local church a general guide-
line to follow in the appointment
of a ruling elder or a pastor.  The
word “ruleth” here has the idea of
one who presides over his home.
A husband and father who up-
holds his God-given responsibil-
ity in his own house is usually a
good candidate to serve the house-
hold of God.  Leadership begins
at home!  If a man cannot man-
age his own family it is unlikely
he will be an effective leader in

the assembly.  For example, if his
children are swinging from the
church balcony and fail to obey
the warning of their father, why
would we think children of God
would heed him?  They won’t take
him seriously any more than his
children do.

According to the Scriptures,
the role of a husband/father is to
serve as a household manager.
Therefore he understands the im-
portance of delegating authority
in the home.  If his wife is orga-
nized and enjoys working with
the budget he may want to call
upon her to manage the financial
affairs of the home.  He also takes
the initiative to assign each of the
children specific chores around
the house to help ease the bur-
den on Mom and Dad.

The same is true in the church.
Although most local assemblies
are convinced their pastor is Her-
cules, the truth of the matter is
he’s human, frail, and given to
bouts of exhaustion after work-
ing a 60-hour week.  It’s little
wonder that the most effective
pastors in the ministry are profi-
cient at delegating authority to
others.  It’s called survival!!

Delegation!  A pastor should
call on others (preferably two
other elders) to assist him with
hospital visits.  The more outgo-
ing members of the assembly can
help him with the visitation of
shut-ins and newcomers.  The
church services should always be
conducted by someone from the
congregation who feels comfort-
able in front of others, which in-
cludes leading the congregational
singing.  Throughout the week the
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church secretary or a volunteer
should field phone calls for the
pastor and assist him with all of
his correspondence.  By spreading
the responsibilities of the minis-
try among the assembly it eases
the burden of the pastor and in-
volves others in the work of the
ministry.

I am sure there are those read-
ing these lines thinking to them-
selves, but we hired the pastor to
do all this work!  In fact, we pay
him a good salary!  But what do
the Scriptures say?  Please read
prayerfully Ephesians 4:11-16!
The concept of a “One-Man Band,”
is not what the Lord had in mind
for the ministry of the pastor.

The pastor of the local assem-
bly is God’s superintendent.  While
he should oversee all of the above
ministries, and even be involved
in them from time to time, his
primary responsibility is to re-
search, study, and open the Scrip-
tures so all can grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  When I had my pulpit
ministry I used to deliver four
messages per week, so I can speak
from personal experience that it

takes time, lots of time, to prepare
messages that are edifying.  In
addition, a block of time is needed
to go over each message to give
an adequate presentation.  Add to
this the hours your pastor spends
counseling those who are over-
come with sorrow and you have
a full schedule.

“Unto me, who am less than
the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ; and to make all
men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the be-
ginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things
by Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:8,9).

Our Grace Pastors and Bible
teachers are to be commended for
their willingness to stand in the
defense and confirmation of Paul’s
gospel.  Our message holds out
hope to all those dear saints who
are entangled in the confusion of
denominationalism.  However, we
are seeing a troubling trend in
the Grace Movement.  A growing
number of pastors and teachers
have taken up strange doctrines
while others seem to always be
dwelling on secondary issues.  Es-
sentially they are majoring on
minors!  The danger here, of
course, is that the Mystery is in-
creasingly becoming unimportant
and even neglected in order to
promote these teachings, which
are questionable at best.  We fear
Satan is attempting to get the
brethren sidetracked on periph-
eral issues.

We believe our time and energy
is far better spent on preaching
Christ according to the revelation
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Endnote
1. Encyclopedia of 7,000 Illustrations, by
Paul Lee Tan, Assurance Publishers,
Rockville, Maryland, page 1456.

of the Mystery and confirming
the fundamentals of the faith
that are time-honored.  This we
can and will fulfill by the grace
of God.  Paul never wavered in his
proclamation of the Mystery.  Can
the same be said of us?  There
needs to be a redirection in the
movement back to winning lost
souls to Christ, making known
the Mystery, and comforting the
destitute with our blessed hope.
In short, we need to return to the
simplicity of Paul’s gospel.

When we consider the privilege
of having an understanding of the
Word, rightly divided, we should
have an attitude of thankfulness

like that of Matthew Henry, who
after being robbed counted his
blessings.  Shortly after being ac-
costed by thieves and robbed of
his wallet, he wrote these words
in his diary:

“Let me be thankful first, be-
cause I was never robbed before;
second, because, although they
took my wallet, they did not take
my life; third, because, although
they took my all, it was not much;
and fourth, because, it was I who
was robbed, not I who robbed.”1

May we be thankful first, for
those who taught us the Mys-
tery; second, for the God-given re-
sponsibility to make it known to
others; third, for those of like-pre-
cious faith that we serve with in
the local assembly; and fourth, for
the opportunity to pray for one
another.

To Be Continued!

Pastors According to God’s Heart
“And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which

shall feed you with knowledge and understanding” (Jer. 3:15).

“In these crucial days, when so many are satisfied if only their
hearts are warmed, when a sick and divided Church can digest
nothing more than spiritual milk, when the appalling ignorance of
the Word among the laity only reflects that of the clergy—in these
days when subversive movements gain ground on every hand
while the Church lies prostrate—pastors after God’s own heart
are more sorely needed than ever, pastors who will feed His
people with the knowledge and understanding of the Word.”

—Pastor C. R. Stam
Suggestions for Young Pastors, pgs. 12,13

“We believe our time
and energy is far better

spent on preaching
Christ according to

the revelation of
the Mystery....”



The following is the second in a series of excerpts from Pastor Stam’s classic
work on true spirituality.  Since this book never appeared as a series in the
Searchlight, many of even our long-time readers may not be familiar with
these selections.

The First Step to True Spirituality
THE NEED OF A NEW NATURE

By Cornelius R. Stam

What man needs first of all,
to become truly spiritual,

then, is a new nature, begotten of
the Spirit of God.  Our Lord put
it very plainly when He said to
Nicodemus:

“That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit” (John
3:6).

In this passage again the term
flesh cannot refer merely to the
physical body, for at birth a spirit
and a soul, as well as a body, are
brought forth.  Thus the flesh
here refers to the fallen Adamic
nature.

Similarly, the spirit which is
born of the Spirit, here, cannot be
man’s own spirit, for we have al-
ready seen that the whole natu-
ral man, body, soul and spirit, is
“born of the flesh,” and the very
point of this passage in John 3 is
that therefore men need to be
born, or begotten, again—this
time “of the Spirit,” i.e., the Spirit
of God (Vers. 6-8).

So much is involved, however,
in the impartation of spiritual life
to the believer—especially as re-
lated to the present dispensation—
that God uses three metaphors to
describe it: birth, resurrection and

creation.  No one of these could
adequately set it forth; all three
are necessary.

Let us begin, then, with the el-
ementary figure of the new birth.

THE NEW BIRTH
“Jesus answered and said

unto him, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born
again [anew] he cannot see the
kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

It is not surprising that the
unsaved do not see their need of
the new birth apart from the con-
victing power of the Holy Spirit.
Even among those who have
themselves been born anew, how-
ever, there are those who hold that
the figure of the new birth applies
only to Israel, not to those who live
under the present dispensation.
They base this conclusion on the
premise that our Lord spoke to
a Jew about the Jews regarding
the new birth, and that Paul does
not mention the subject in his
epistles.  This premise is wrong,
however, and so are the conclu-
sions drawn from it.

First, it should be noted that
our Lord spoke to Nicodemus in
broad terms about seeing and en-
tering into the “kingdom of God.”
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He did not use the narrower
phrase “kingdom of heaven,”
which has to do with the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God
on earth (See Dan. 2:44; Matt. 5:3-
5; 6:10).  This is because He was
referring to something which in-
volved more than entrance into
the millennial kingdom.

That believers today enter into
the kingdom of God as surely as
do believers in any other age is
made abundantly clear in the
Pauline epistles (See Rom. 14:17;
I Cor. 4:20; 6:9,10; 15:50; Gal. 5:21;
Eph. 5:5; Col. 4:11; I Thes. 2:12;
II Thes. 1:5).

It should further be noted that
our Lord also spoke in broad
terms when He said that it was
necessary for “a man” to be born
anew to enter into the kingdom
of God.

We have no right to assume
that our Lord meant that it was
necessary only for a Jew to be born
anew to enter into the kingdom
of heaven, when He said it was
necessary for a man to be born
anew to enter into the kingdom
of God.

Does a reader object that our
Lord must have had only Jews in
mind since He was at that time
ministering only to Jews and was
here addressing a Jew?  Then we
must insist that our Lord’s dis-
cussion with this prominent Jew
is here recorded especially to
show that all men in every age
need to be born anew to enter into
the kingdom of God.

An unfortunate chapter divi-
sion has obscured this important
fact, for the story of Nicodemus
in John 3 is but a demonstration

of an important assertion made
at the close of Chapter 2.  We link
the two together here to show the
connection.

“Now when [Jesus] was in Je-
rusalem at the passover, in the
feast day, many believed in His
name, when they saw the mira-
cles which He did.

“But Jesus did not commit
Himself unto them; because He
knew all men,

“And needed not that any
should testify of man; for He
knew what was in man.

“There was a man of the Phar-
isees, named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews:

“The same came to Jesus by
night...” (John 2:23-3:2).

To demonstrate the universal
need of regeneration, God chooses
this outstanding character: a ruler
of the Jews, highly intellectual,
rigidly moral, profoundly reli-
gious and utterly sincere in his
inquiry concerning Christ.

It must have been an impres-
sive sight: a venerable Pharisee
coming to a young man (as it ap-
peared) of thirty, respectfully
addressing Him: “Rabbi,” and ac-
knowledging Him at the outset as
“a teacher come from God.”

Yet this was one of those to
whom the Lord would not com-
mit Himself; one of those who had
“believed” on Him because of His
miracles.  As Nicodemus himself
put it: “We know that Thou art a
teacher come from God; for no man
can do these miracles that Thou
doest, except God be with him”
(John 3:2).

But this does not, nor did it ever,
save a man.  Thus, sweeping the
ground from under Nicodemus’
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feet, the Lord replies that what
he needs—what any man needs—
is a new life.  Regardless of all
his intellect, morality and reli-
gion, he must be born again—of
God.

But what about the argument
that the phrase “born anew” is not
found in the Pauline epistles?

The answer is, first, that argu-
ments from silence are often
treacherous and, standing alone,
prove nothing.  Even if the Pauline
epistles did not refer to the new
birth, the new birth would still
be a basic necessity for entrance
into the kingdom of God accord-
ing to the words of our Lord.  But,
secondly, while the exact phrase
“born anew” does not occur in the
Pauline epistles, the doctrine of
the new birth is taught there as
clearly as in any other part of the
Bible.

First, it is taught by clear im-
plication.  Referring to believers,
the apostle uses the words nepios:
a babe, or small child, and huios: a
fullgrown son.  Moreover, he looks
for spiritual growth in believers.

Positionally, to be sure, all be-
lievers are recognized as fullgrown
sons of God from the moment they
are saved, with all the rights and
privileges of sonship (See Gal. 4:1-
7).  But in these studies we are
not dealing basically with posi-
tion; we are dealing with experi-
ence—the impartation of spiritual
life to the sinner, and the enjoy-
ment of it by the saint.

The righteous standing before
God, which Christ purchased for
all men, is of no avail to the sin-
ner until it is accepted by faith.
In the same way, the position of

sonship which is ours in Christ,
and the blessings that go with it,
are appropriated and enjoyed only
by faith.  Hence the apostle re-
buked the Corinthians for their
carnality, calling them babes who
had to be fed with milk because
they could not yet digest solid food
(I Cor. 3:1,2).  The Hebrew believ-
ers, too, were reproved because
they were still spiritual babes,
when, for the length of time they
had been saved, they should have
been teachers of the Word (Heb.
5:12-14).

Similarly, we are told in Ephe-
sians 4:12-15 that God gave to the
Church apostles, prophets, evan-
gelists, pastors and teachers, “for
the perfecting of the saints...

“That we henceforth be no
more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every
wind of doctrine...

“But speaking [holding] the
truth in love, may grow up....”

Further, Paul writes in I Co-
rinthians 16:13:

“Watch ye, stand fast in the
faith; quit you [conduct your-
selves] like MEN [i.e., seasoned
men] be strong.”

Surely the apostle does not re-
fer, in these passages, to the in-
fancy, growth and maturity of the
natural man.  He refers to the new
life which was, to begin with, be-
gotten of the Spirit.

The words men, sons, babes,
used of the spiritual life, clearly
imply spiritual birth.  The sea-
soned man had at some time in
his experience come to a place of
spiritual maturity.  Before that he
was a babe.  And this, in turn, im-
plies that he was born, for there
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was a specific time when the babe
came into being.

In addition to all this there are
two passages in Paul’s epistles
which teach the new birth in a
most positive manner.  The first
is Romans 8:16,17, where the
apostle employs the word teknon:
born-one.

“The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are
the children [born-ones] of God:

“And if children [born-ones]
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ....”

Could anything bear clearer
testimony to the fact that believ-
ers under the dispensation of
Grace are born anew?  Surely we
did not become born-ones of God
by natural birth.

The other passage is Titus 3:5,
where we read:

“Not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved
us, by the washing of regenera-
tion [Gr., palingenesia] and re-
newing of the Holy Ghost.”

Out of the twenty-four ver-
sions of the New Testament
which we have at hand, this word
palingenesia is rendered regen-
eration by twenty, new birth by
three and renaissance by one.
Not one of them departs from the
basic idea of new birth.

Finally, we would emphasize
the fact that in the nature of the
case men born of Adam must be
born or begotten again to be saved.
A new and different life must be
imparted and begun.  It is true
that the life which the believer
receives is Christ’s life—eternal
life—which has no beginning; that

in Christ the believer is immedi-
ately considered an adult.  But
this is a deeper truth which must
be considered later.  Spiritual life
does have a beginning in the ex-
perience of every believer, and the
need for this is given as much
emphasis in the epistles of Paul
as it is in the recorded words of
Christ on earth.

As our Lord impressed upon
Nicodemus the fact that man at
his best cannot enter into the
kingdom of God, since “that which
is born of the flesh is flesh,” so
Paul, by the Spirit, also insists:

“Now this I say, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God; neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption”
(I Cor. 15:50).1

Thus, while it is true that our
Lord taught the new birth during
His earthly ministry to Israel, it
does not follow from this that this
subject concerns only the nation
Israel.  What our Lord said con-
cerned mankind, as such, with-
out respect to race or time.

Endnote
1. It is true that the apostle here con-
tends particularly for the necessity of a
new body for physical entrance into God’s
presence, but does not this strengthen
the argument that man in his natural
state is unfit for the presence of God?

“But what about the
argument that the
phrase ‘born anew’
is not found in the
Pauline epistles?”



In Christ—The New ManIn Christ—The New Man
By Pastor Joe S. Leftwich

Pastor Joe Leftwich recently retired from the pulpit ministry after years of
service in the Evangelical Free Churches of America.  During this period, he
writes, “There was never time, it seemed, to just study and sense more of His
presence.”  We are happy to report that the fruits of his study have brought
him to an understanding of the Mystery.  We’re sure you are going to rejoice,
as we did, at how far he has come in such a short period of time.

In Christ we were made “a new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17).  “Even when
we were dead in sins, [God] hath quickened us together with Christ”

(Eph. 2:5).  “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 2:6).  “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Eph.
2:8).

The Scriptures declare that the things above have already been
done (past tense) to and for the believer in Christ!  What part did we
play in the above actions?  Zero!

Not only are the above statements true, but there are many other
descriptive elements in having been made new creatures in Christ.
We died to sin (Rom. 6:2).  We were “baptized into His death” (Rom.
6:3).  We were “buried with Him” (Rom. 6:4).  We were raised with Him
in our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:4).  Our “Old Man” was crucified with
Christ (Rom. 6:6).  Our “body of sin” has been done away with (Rom.
6:6), so we should not let sin reign in our mortal bodies (Rom. 6:12).

We were washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Cor. 6:11).  We were
made “complete” in Him (Col. 2:10).  Our citizenship is in heaven
(Phil. 3:20).  We were made ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).  We
reign in grace, in Christ and “in life” (Rom. 5:17).  We reign!  We can
choose to offer our bodies as a living and holy sacrifice to God (Rom.
12:1).  We reign!  We can choose “not to be conformed to this world”
(Rom. 12:2).  We reign!  We can choose to renew our minds that we
might “prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God” (Rom. 12:2).  We can take every thought captive to the obedi-
ence of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).

Does this list of things God has already done in and for every be-
liever in Christ for eternity surprise you?  Everything in Scripture
from Genesis through mid-Acts has been leading up to this crowning
of God’s love for mankind and is now being revealed by His Apostle
Paul, today, in this age of Grace.

God’s chosen people, the Jews, had lived through many genera-
tions and several administrations (dispensations) in which God had



16 Berean Searchlight

“We reign!...”
“We reign!...”
“We reign!...”

In Christ—The New Man

been revealing Himself to His people in many ways: through His Law,
for instance, given through Moses.  But even while the Law was be-
ing delivered by God to Moses in the mountain, His chosen people
were involved in gross sin down below.  God had delivered them out
of Egypt and had led them through the wilderness, by the supernatu-
ral pillar of fire by night and the pillar of cloud by day.  He also gave
them supernaturally, manna from heaven and water out of the Rock.

The list could go on, but these things are not new to most people
with a cursory knowledge of Scripture.  God had promised His people
a Messiah, and they looked for Him with great anticipation.  It is
recorded in the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, that God
had sent their Messiah, Jesus Christ, into the world to be Savior of
the world.  It is stated simply but magnificently that, “He came unto
His own, and His own received Him not” (John 1:11).

The four Gospels covered the administration of the old covenant
under the Law.  The New Covenant could not begin until the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ which of course came at the
end of the four Gospels.  Therefore,
one could argue that the choice of
those translating and publishing
the Bible arguably could have put
the four Gospels as the last four
books of the Old Testament.

The emphasis of this article will be on the importance of  knowing
Paul’s message to both Jews and Gentiles during this age of Grace,
with a special emphasis on the application of his message to the lives
of believers.  In this article we will be focusing on the Mystery which
has been hidden from (past) ages and generations which God is now
revealing through His Apostle Paul to His saints, and through His
saints to the world, which is, “Christ in you” (Col. 1:26,27).

“Christ in you” is the seminal truth of our lives as Christians here
on this earth; the root, stem, branches and fruit of this truth as it
blossoms in our understanding of who we are, and this growing real-
ization that there is a whole new you, created in Christ Jesus.  This
understanding of our new identity makes us capable of fulfilling all
of His expectations of how He wants us to live in this world, in this
present lifetime, as new creations in Christ dwelling in our old mor-
tal body of flesh, well pleasing to Him.

We, as Christians, have a tendency to be negative about our ability
to live our lives well pleasing to God.  We tend to emphasize what
we can not do.  The enemy is just too powerful, it is said.  Our “old
nature,” it is argued, has habits that are systemic and demand con-
stant gratification, that are beyond our ability to control even if we
are Christians.  This, they say, is our dilemma.
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The reasoning in this article assumes that the reader has believed
the gospel and has been baptized by the Spirit into the Body of Christ.
This is essential because the “natural man” cannot understand the
things of God.

How would you describe the average Christian’s understanding of
what it means to be “saved” and how he should live the Christian life
in today’s world?  Who does he believe himself to be?  How does he
understand his relationship and responsibilities to God?

Most conservative Christians believe that they are saved, usually
quoting John 3:16.  Most believe that they should attend church, get
involved in Bible classes, support missions and the local church in its
endeavors to spread the gospel.  And most have pastors who preach
ninety-five percent of their Sunday messages with texts from the four
Gospels.  Their pastors probably cover the essential beliefs and activ-
ities as Christians until Jesus comes again to rapture His Church,
His Body.

Now let us look at the contrast in messages as given by Paul in his
epistles and those given by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Paul wrote
in Galatians 4:4 that Jesus was born under the Law.  God’s adminis-
tration here on earth covered by the Gospels was a life under the Law.
The Apostle John wrote in John 1:11: “He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not.”  What gospel was being preached by Jesus?
Mark 1:14,15: “Jesus came, into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand.”  And in Matthew 4:17: “From that time Jesus began to
preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ ”

Where, by whom, and to whom was this message of the kingdom of
God to be preached?  This is recorded in Matthew 10:1-8: “And when
He had called unto Him His twelve disciples, He gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of
sickness and all manner of disease....These twelve Jesus sent forth,
and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles,
and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.  And as ye go, preach, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise
the dead, cast out devils....”

The message, the messengers, and the ones to whom the message
was given were all a different administration than what one finds in
Paul’s epistles to “the Church which is His Body.”  Surely this is enough
material to make the case that the four Gospels were written to the
Jews, and purposely excluded the Gentiles when Jesus said specifi-
cally, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles.”  Another clear indication
of the difference between the Gospels and the other books of the New
Testament was the whole way of life at that time.
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Let’s review the period of the Gospels: The Law, the Temple, and
the offerings were in full operation during all of the life of Jesus on
this earth.  God made His offering of The Lamb of God, His Son,
“without blemish and without spot” for the sins of Israel.

Through past ages and generations the prophets spoke of the com-
ing Messiah, who would be the Great Deliverer of the Jews; Jesus
was that Messiah.  He was born under the Law.  He came to His own
while under the Law and His own received Him not.  There are hun-
dreds of prophecies in the Old Testament concerning the Messiah
that are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

The Father’s giving of His Son as an offering for sins through Israel
and the Son’s coming to give Himself are recorded in John 1:1-14.  John
wrote in Verse one, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God;” and in Verse 14, “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory....”

Jesus, to fulfill the requirements of the Law concerning His being
offered by God as “The Lamb of God” for sin, must be observed for the
required period of time to be declared that He was without blemish.
Jesus fulfilled this requirement by living among them for thirty-three
years and was declared to be without blemish.  He was the only ac-
ceptable offering for the sins of the world.  He lived His life and min-
istered among His people right up until it was time for Him to be
offered by His Father for the sins of all mankind, from Adam and Eve
to every man, woman and child who will ever be born into this world,
which was ultimately revealed “in due time” through Paul’s gospel
(1 Tim. 2:3-7).

So the four Gospels were all about God’s coming to His own as
their Messiah.  He loved them and had a feast prepared for them but
they would not come to the table.  He came to His own and His own
received Him not.  The Son also gave Himself up as an offering for us
Gentiles.  The offer is still open.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have recorded for all eternity the
coming of the Son of God into the world as a baby born to Mary and
Joseph, His life as a child, His ministry to “His own,” the Jews, reach-
ing, teaching, healing, and performing miracles.  I don’t know of any
references in the Gospels about Christ coming to the Gentiles.  There-
fore, I urge that we understand and accept the obvious purpose of the
Gospels.

I believe it is a grievous mistake for Gentiles to claim the Gospels as
their guide for being born into the Body of Christ.  The writings of the
Apostle Paul contain God’s invitation to the Gentiles: I Corinthians
15:1-4: “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;
by which also ye are saved....For I delivered unto you first of all that
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which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures.”

The four Gospels on the other hand record Jesus, born under the
Law, coming to His own (the Jews), preaching to them day after day,
demonstrating His Messiahship, and proclaiming His love for them
and giving Himself as an offering for sins, first for the Jews, then for
the Gentiles.  God’s gospel, given to Nicodemus, is John 3:16, “For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
This was the message of John to his people, the Jews, that they might
enter the kingdom of God.

Why am I emphasizing that the Gospels were written primarily to
the Jews?  Because there are a great number of Christians, including
many pastors, who live in the Gospels with John 3:16 as their salva-
tion verse and missionary programs patterned after them.  The mis-
sionary program Paul proclaims is that of every believer having been
appointed as a living ambassador for Christ, permeating the world as
messengers for Christ.  God sent another message and another mes-
senger to the Gentiles: the message of Grace through His messenger,
the Apostle Paul.

So hopefully, we have proved that the four Gospels are not the
source of God’s message for this age for which Paul has been chosen
as God’s apostle to reveal His message to the Gentiles.  Hopefully, we
have also proved that the four Gospels, precious as they are, do not
reveal this mystery that the Apostle Paul has been divinely chosen to
reveal.  So let us seek to understand this great revelation of God’s
Mystery: Christ in you the hope of glory.

I see Romans 5:9,10 as being the transition statement of God from
life under the law of sin and death to life under the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus.  So, my fellow believers in Christ, reason with
me as we look at these two verses that describe this transition: “Much
more, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him” and “much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved
by His life.”

Think with me for a minute, why does Paul use the phrase “much
more”?  Notice where he uses it.  He uses it just before “having been

“ ‘Christ in you’ is the seminal truth of our
lives as Christians here on this earth....”
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If you would like to drop Brother Leftwich a note of encourage-
ment you can contact him at: 217 W. Miami Street, Broken Arrow,
OK 74011.

In Christ—The New Man

justified and saved by His blood from the wrath of God.”  What could
possibly be “much more” than being saved from the wrath of God?  I
thought this was what being saved was all about!  But Paul tells us
there is something “much more” than being saved from the wrath of
God.  What is it, Paul?  Paul answers briefly and succinctly, “We shall
be saved by His life.”

“We shall be saved by His life.”  This is really what all the rest of
our study is about.  It is about our being in Christ, new creatures in
Christ, and we will find that this is what it means to be “saved by His
life.”  Before you were saved from the wrath of God, you were dead in
trespasses and sin.  But when you believed the gospel you were made
alive in Christ!  You were dead in trespasses and sin but now you are
being saved by His life.

We are going to learn together what this life in Christ and being
saved by His life is all about.  The Christian is unique, he is a “new
man” in Christ!  This is what is meant by being “saved by His life;”
“Christ in you, the hope of glory”!  We can understand being saved
by His death, burial, and resurrection, but then we must discover an
adequate meaning for our “being saved by His life.”

Frankly, my mind is settled on the question.  I have been made
alive in Christ and I have been made a new creature in Christ; my
life in this mortal body, this body of flesh, is being saved by my being
in Christ.  “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life”!

We have looked at the message, now let us look at the messenger.
The designated messenger to the Gentiles is the Apostle Paul.  In
Acts 9:15,16, the Lord sent Ananias to minister to Saul, telling him,
“Go thy way; for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.”

Conclusion: it was Paul and Paul alone that was called to go to the
Gentiles.  I am a Gentile, so I reason that God would have me go to
the writings of Paul for instructions about who I am, what God ex-
pects of me and what provisions He has given for my being able to
carry out His instructions.  Why do we Christians who believe in the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ go to the Gospels, which
were written to the Jews who were under the Law, for instructions
about how we are to live our lives under Grace?

To Be Continued!
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Question Box
“Did Philip preach ‘Christ died for our sins’ to the Ethio-

pian eunuch?”
It is tempting to think that Philip preached this to the eu-

nuch when we read that he “preached unto him Jesus” from
Isaiah 53 (Acts 8:26-35).  However, this message that was later
given to the Apostle Paul (I Cor. 15:3,4) had not yet been re-
vealed.  Thus we know that Philip rather preached Christ ac-
cording to the kingdom program.

The kingdom gospel was “Jesus is the Christ” (John 6:68,69;
20:31).  The Lord vowed to build the kingdom church as people
confessed this message, just as Peter had confessed it (Matt.
16:16-19).  And so we read that when Peter preached this mes-
sage at Pentecost (Acts 2:36), “the Lord added to the church”
as people received His message (v. 47).

But how did Philip preach Christ to the eunuch from Isaiah
53 without preaching “Christ died for our sins”?  The answer
lies in John 8:28:

“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the
Son of man, then shall ye know that I am He....”

Notice that the Lord did not say, “When ye have lifted up
the Son of man, then shall ye know that I died for your sins.”
The mere fact of His death on the Cross only identified Him
as the Messiah that the Scriptures predicted (Psa. 22; 69; Isa.
53; Zech. 13:7), and as we have seen, “Jesus is the Christ” is the
gospel that people believed under the kingdom program to be
saved (John 8:24; 9:35-38; 8:26,27; 17:8).

When we read that Philip preached Christ from Isaiah 53,
it is an easy mistake, looking back now, to read Paul’s later
revelation of Christ’s death for our sins into his preaching.
However, this would mean that this new gospel was first given
to Philip and not to Paul, and there is no evidence of this in
Scripture.  It is more consistent to believe that Philip preached
Christ in the same way that the twelve apostles before him
had preached Christ.

Sinners in every dispensation have been saved by the mer-
its of Christ’s death for their sins (Rom. 3:24,25) when they
believed whatever message God gave them to believe (Gen.
15:5,6 cf. Gal. 3:8).  However, only in the present dispensation
of the grace of God are sinners saved by believing the mes-
sage of “Christ died for our sins.” —Pastor Kurth
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Black Hills Spring Bible Conference
Location: Grace Bible Church

23769 Pine Haven Drive
Rapid City, South Dakota

*Revised Dates: March 18-20, 2005

Guest Speaker:
Paul M. Sadler, President, Berean Bible Society

For more information, please contact:

Pastor John Fredericksen at: (605) 341-9692
or e-mail: jfredfbc@aol.com

Northern Indiana Regional Meetings
Location: Holiday Inn

I-94 & US 421
Michigan City, Indiana

Date: Saturday, April 30, 2005

Guest Speakers:
Paul M. Sadler, President of Berean Bible Society
Evangelist Lee Homoki, Bible Doctrines to Live By

For directions and additional information, please contact:

Mr. Jerry Sterchi at: (219) 326-8705
or e-mail: firstlight@csinet.net

Genoa City Bible Conference
Location: Berean Grace Church

N665 County B
Genoa City, Wisconsin

Dates: April 2,3, 2005

For additional information, please contact:

Mr. Tom Pascucci at: (262) 551-7595
or Pastor Steve Ross at: (262) 279-6435
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Spring Pastors’ Conference
Location: Falls Bible Church

W156 N6531 Pilgrim Road
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin

Dates: April 7,8, 2005

Theme: United in the Essentials of the Grace Message

Guest Speakers:

Paul M. Sadler, President of Berean Bible Society
Ricky Kurth, Pastor of Faith Bible Church

Mike Keshan, Director of Growing in Grace
Joel Finck, Director of Parsons Publishing
Jim Penney, Pastor of Falls Bible Church

Casey Groeneveld, Bible Teacher, Have Bible Will Travel

All are welcome to attend the
evening services on these days!

As a bonus, Berean Bible Institute will host a series
of meetings on Friday for Pastor’s wives

For a brochure or additional information, please contact:

Pastor Jim Penney at: (262) 252-4080
or e-mail: PastorPenney@wi.rr.com

Rocky Mountain
Grace Camp

Dates: July 4th - July 8th, 2005

Location: Long’s Peak Inn,
Estes Park, Colorado

Cottages and Chalets / Private Baths

For brochures, directions, and additional information, please
contact: Pastor & Mrs. James Harley at: (920) 829-6021, or e-mail:
rockymountaingracecamp@juno.com.

Long’s Peak and Cottages



“Where is God When I’m Hurting?”
By Paul M. Sadler

Set of 2 Audio Tapes (4 Messages / Includes Album)

Does God ever seem far away, or too busy to have time
for you?  Or when you need Him most, do the heavens seem
unresponsive?  Is He too busy with the problems of others,
or does He just not care?  Answers to these questions are
found in the Word of God.  He does care, and He didn’t go
anywhere.  He is closer than we think and loves us more
than we realize.  Failure to understand what God is doing
today is what causes all the confusion.

These messages were delivered at the Fellowship Bible Church in
Orlando, Florida at their 2004 Spring Bible Conference

Introductory Price: $8.00

THIS OFFER ENDS MARCH 31, 2005
Orders up to $20.00, please add $3.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $20.00, please add 15% for postage and handling.

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

After...
By Dave Wasson

After...is the title of this CD of 14 songs that have
been sang at conferences and services over the last 20
plus years by David Wasson.  The title song “After”
was sung by Brother Wasson at Pastor Stam’s memo-

rial service in Chicago.  The remaining 13 songs are songs about living life and
the assurance of eternal life...about the very real love, mercy and grace offered
to you and to me...about God’s providential care for us...about our position in
Christ and our song of redemption that even the angels cannot sing!  Songs “ to
the praise of the glory of His grace!”  After life’s battles and storms, the last song
on this CD is so fittingly titled “Finally Home!”  This CD is dedicated to the
ministry and loving memory of my parents, Pastor Otis and Ethel Wasson.

Prices: Qty. 1—$15.95 ea.  Qty. 2 or 3—$14.95 ea.
Qty. 4 or more—$13.95 ea.

These prices include shipping and handling!

To Order: Send check or money order, payable to DAVID WASSON, Ad-
dress: 10200 Belmont Court, Evansville, IN, 47711 or phone: 812-867-0175.

New!



The Triumph of His Grace

Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians

Explore the wonders of God’s grace!

An expositional commentary!

Takes a fresh look at our standing and state!

HARDCOVER             400 PAGES

(With Scripture Index)

Special Price: $12.00

THESE OFFERS END MARCH 31, 2005
(Extended 21 days for all foreign orders)

Orders up to $20.00, please add $3.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $20.00, please add 15% for postage and handling.

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians
By Paul M. Sadler

The Triumph of His Grace
By Paul M. Sadler

A comprehensive study of our Blessed Hope!

Shows how we’re delivered from the wrath to come!

Includes Charts & Time Lines!

HARDCOVER             215 PAGES

(With Scripture Index)

Special Price: $9.00

Orders: Berean Bible Society, PO Box 756, Germantown, WI 53022

Phone: (262) 255-4750; Fax: (262) 255-4195

www.bereanbiblesociety.org/literature
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From Our Mailbag
Acts 14:27

From Texas:
“Thank you for your ministry....

Rightly dividing the Word of truth
is surely the only way of understand-
ing the Bible.  It makes the whole
Bible fit like a glove.”

From Norway:
“I want to thank you for all the

good Bible preaching about our
Lord’s Grace given to lost sinners
like myself.  The work you do in
rightly dividing the Word results in
focusing on Christ and His Grace.
And this work is more valuable than
you can imagine.  In my country, there
are only a couple of Bible teachers
who are focusing on dividing the
Word correctly.  God bless you and
His Grace be with you.”

From Michigan:
“Thanks for standing firm for the

glorious message of grace.  It seems
to be fading in many of our churches.”

From Indiana:
“I just completed reading Arthur

Birkby’s ‘Hymns: The Best for the
Master’ which is the best article I
ever read about church music.”

From Oklahoma:
“I am the moderator of a Christian

forum website.  I study Two Minutes
every day and really enjoy it, so now
is a good time to thank you for these
beautiful additions to my personal
Bible study.”

From Missouri:
“Thank you for your unwavering

stand in continuing your ministry of
spreading the Word, rightly divided.
I appreciate receiving the Berean
Searchlight each month and the vari-
ous other books and literature you
publish through your ministry.  They
are a blessing, and I am so grateful
to the Lord for His grace.”

GOD’S BLESSING
ON BBS MINISTRIES

From Arizona:
“You could not possibly know all

that your ministry has meant to my-
self and now a whole bunch of folks
who I have been lucky enough to in-
troduce to the rightly divided Word.
Many are coming to understand the
wonder of God’s grace in the ‘dispen-
sation of Grace’ through your amaz-
ing literature.  I have read hundreds
of spiritual books (fundamental) but
of all the books I have ever read
clearly C. R. Stam stands head and
shoulders above them all.”

From Maryland:
“Thanks for cutting through the

fog of confusion!  May God bless
richly your ministry.”

From the Internet:
“Three years ago, a fine Christian

woman gave me some back issues of
the Berean Searchlight while I was
engaged in a study of Dispensation-
alism.  I ended up marrying that
woman.  Lori and I are now joyfully
serving the Lord Jesus together.”
(Now that’s gratitude!—RK).

From Texas:
“I have been reading the Search-

light for about 5 years now.  It has
become a true guiding light for me in
my desire for the truth of the Word,
rightly divided.  My father had given
me the books ‘Things That Differ’
and ‘True Spirituality’ some years
ago and they changed my life.  I be-
gan to get the Searchlight and it has
been an anchor for me.  I am in full-
time evangelism and travel about 150
days each year.  I carry the Search-
lights with me and share them with
many others.”

From Colorado:
“I very much enjoyed Pastor

Kurth’s 3 part series, ‘Now That I
Believe.’  Blessings in your ministry.”
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From California:
“Thank you for your diligence and

care in providing rightly divided ma-
terial for those of us who benefit
from it.  I was raised learning the
Bible, rightly divided, and now am
working on my husband and boys.
They love the Lord and I know that
they will have a better understand-
ing of our Lord if the Word is more
clear to them.”

From Colorado:
“Have truly enjoyed reading all

the articles in the Searchlight.  My
enthusiasm for learning God’s Word,
rightly divided, has always been that.
I find it hard to deal with at times in
sharing all of what I learned to oth-
ers.  What I know in my head doesn’t
always come out as well through my
speech.  But God honors my willing-
ness to share all that ‘grace.’ ”  (God
placed His truth in failing “earthen
vessels” (II Cor. 4:7).  Then when He
uses our poor, feeble efforts to help
others, He gets all the glory (I Cor.
1:29).—RK).

From the Internet:
“I have been reading Pastor Stam’s

books for the past six years or more
and it has changed my life.  I now see
God’s grace in Christ.  I have been
sharing my faith with a co-worker...I
gave him a copy of...‘Have you heard
the good news’ on your website.  I be-
lieve he has accepted Christ, and he
went out and purchased a Bible....He
is so hungry to learn more.”

From New Jersey:
“Over the past several years I

have been strengthened and encour-
aged by BBS books, tapes and the
Searchlight.  May the Lord continue
to bless your ministry.”

From Illinois:
“Just a note to say how much I

have enjoyed the Searchlight in re-
cent months.  I have been a regular
reader since 1978 but have never
written to express my gratitude for
the fine articles, hard work, and en-
couragement in the faith you have
given us.  Pastor Stam always had
a very high standard for the Bible
teaching in your magazine, but I have
been particularly impressed with the
articles from the past several years
and the variety of timely issues which
you have so clearly addressed.  This
sound teaching is making a differ-
ence in people’s lives!”

From Canada:
“We really appreciate the litera-

ture we have received so far.  This is
the only source we have to hear about
dispensational truth since we do not
have a church nearby that teaches
the Word, rightly divided.”

From Oklahoma:
“We would like to let you know

how much we enjoy your ‘Search-
light.’  Each month we look forward
to reading the articles.  We have or-
dered and read most of Pastor Stam
and Pastor Sadler’s books and have
learned so much about the Scriptures
rightly divided.”

From Colorado:
“I don’t know the date of my first

Searchlight, but receiving it for pos-
sibly 8 or 9 years has been like a con-
tinuing seminar regularly bringing
light to my soul.  There was so much
I didn’t know, and so much I needed
to learn.  My deep appreciation to ev-
ery person who has a hand in faith-
fully producing this unique symbol
and expression of God’s grace.”

“These [Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” —Acts 17:11



Spotlight on Grace Churches
This month’s church is:

Grace Bible Church

Location: 549 Washington Ave., Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901

Pastor: Paul Turner

Services: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Sunday School
6:45 p.m. Adventure Seekers for Christ

Chi Alpha youth group
6:45 p.m. Pathfinders (Wednesday Bible Study)

Our Mission: To WIN people to Christ, To BUILD UP people in Christ,
And to SEND people into God’s Ministry.

On Sunday mornings, we are currently studying the authority of the
Word of God.  Our Pathfinders group is currently in Psalms on their way
through the Bible.  Our children’s program, Adventure Seekers for Christ,
is on a journey through the Bible finding adventures along the way.  To
fulfill our mission, we have also set a goal to reach every home in Oshkosh
by the year 2009.  For further information call (920) 231-1499.

Missionary Journey to the Philippines
A two week ministering tour in the Philippines

*Revised Dates: April 23 - May 10, 2005

Meetings are tentatively scheduled for the cities of:
Manila, Bataan, Legaspi, Cebu, Ozamis, Cagayan, and Davao

Guest Speakers:
Pastor Ricky Kurth of Berean Bible Society

Pastor Joe Watkins of Things to Come Mission
Pastor Ben Anderson of Things to Come Mission

Pastor Ruddy Akay of Things To Come Mission Indonesia

For additional information, please contact:  Pastor Joe Watkins, Things
to Come Mission, 2200 English Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46201, or phone:
(317) 262-8806 or e-mail: tcmusa@tcmusa.org.
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Jesus Christ is the reason for everything that Berean Bible
Institute does and stands for.

He is both the beginning and the
end as well as the means by which
we exist and function.  We do not
merely name Christ as a formal fa-
cade for otherwise secular or reli-
gious pursuits and activities.  He is
not a figurehead, but the Living Head of the Church, which is
His Body.  The members of the Body of Christ are called to serve
Him by making known the Gospel of the Grace of God.  At BBI
we do this by teaching and preaching “Jesus Christ according to
the revelation of the mystery” to our students, in both words and
actions, preparing them to go out and do the same (see Rom.
16:25-26; II Cor. 5:14-21; Eph. 3:1-12; II Tim. 2:1-15).

Will you join us in the most noble of endeavors that a man or
woman can become engaged in, that of making Jesus Christ
known to a lost and dying world?  If you won’t, who will?

Fall Semester begins August 22, 2005
For more information about BBI, please contact Dr. W. Edward

Bedore at: Berean Bible Institute, 116 S. Kettle Moraine Dr.,
P.O. Box 587, Slinger, WI 53086-0587, or phone: (262) 644-5504,
fax: (262) 644-5507, e-mail: bbi@bereanbibleinstitute.org.

THE BBI BYLINE

Are You Receiving the BBI Bulletin?
Included in its contents: Institute Update,

Challenging Articles, Updated Class Schedules,
Course Descriptions,“Mail Received at Box 587,”
“The Bulletin Board,” and more!

To receive the BBI Bulletin simply write
to: Berean Bible Institute, P.O. Box 587,
Slinger, WI 53086 or phone: (262) 644-5504.

Sent free to anyone anywhere!

“Only one life; ’twill soon be past.
Only what’s done ‘in Christ’ will last.”
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TSUNAMI RELIEF: If you would like to help the victims of this over-
seas disaster, but are concerned that your contribution may be misspent
or not actually reach those who are in need, you should know that Things
to Come Mission has a Grace church in the affected area in Indonesia.  If
you would like to help them help others, simply make your check out to
Things to Come Mission, earmark it “Tsunami Relief,” and mail it to: 2200
English Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46201-4017.

PASTOR PAUL TURNER officially assumed the pastorate of Grace
Bible Church of Oshkosh, Wisconsin on January 2nd.  Paul is a student
at Berean Bible Institute, where he plans to continue until he finishes in
December and graduate the following May.  Please remember to uphold
Paul and his wife Rebecca in prayer, and be sure to visit the church if you
live nearby or plan to be in the area.  You can read all about Grace Bible
Church in this month’s Spotlight on Grace Churches on Page 28.

CELEBRATE GRACE CAMP: This year you can celebrate grace with
camp directors Jerry & Judy Worthley from July 24-29 near Montrose,
Colorado.  This year’s special speaker is Pastor Joel Finck.  For more
information, please contact Jerry at 0627 CR 3, Canon City, CO 81212,
at 719-276-2469, or at jeranjudy@yahoo.com.  Why not come see why
this annual event is such a favorite for so many Grace believers.

DATE CHANGE: The dates for the Black Hills Spring Bible Conference
have been changed from March 25-27, as announced earlier, to March
18-20.  Pastor Paul Sadler is still scheduled to be the guest speaker.  For
more information, contact Pastor John Fredericksen at 605-341-9692 or
at jfredfbc@aol.com.

BBS TAPE LENDING LIBRARY: Sam and Ruth Castrova are doing
an outstanding job with our Audio Tape Lending Library and they want
you to know that they’re there to serve you.  All library tapes are available
for loan at no charge.  Good news!  A number of new messages have been
added to the collection, including our newest series: Where Is God When
I’m Hurting?  To request a catalog or tapes from the Lending Library,
simply write: Sam and Ruth Castrova, 7900 Barbour Store Road, Willow
Springs, NC 27592.  They can also be reached via their new e-mail ad-
dress at: lendinglibrary@nc.rr.com.  Due to rising costs we are no longer
receiving overseas requests as of January 2005.

*The picture of the lighthouse on the front cover was taken by
Pastor John Fredericksen.  The Yaquina Head Lighthouse is located
in Newport, Oregon and at 93 feet is Oregon’s tallest lighthouse.
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PRICE LIST
BIBLE STUDY BOOKS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM—FOUNDER

(Hardcover—Gold Stamped)
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes I & II ...................................................... $20.00
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes III & IV (w/Bible Index) ........................ 20.00
Author’s Choice, The ................................................................................ 10.00
Baptism and the Bible .............................................................................   9.00
Colossians (Commentary, w/Bible Index) ............................................... 13.00
I Corinthians (Commentary) ................................................................... 11.00
II Corinthians (Commentary) ................................................................. 11.00
Divine Election and Human Responsibility ..........................................   9.00
Galatians (Commentary, w/Bible Index) ................................................ 13.00
Hebrews, Who Wrote It and Why? ..........................................................   9.00
Holding Fast the Faithful Word (w/Bible Index) ................................... 13.00
Man, His Nature and Destiny ................................................................. 11.00
Memoirs of Pastor Cornelius R. Stam, The ............................................ 12.00
Pastoral Epistles (Commentary) ............................................................. 11.00
Paul, His Apostleship and Message (w/Bible Index) ............................. 10.00
Romans (Commentary) ............................................................................ 11.00
Sermon on the Mount, The ......................................................................   9.00
Suggestions for Young Pastors ................................................................   9.00
Thessalonians (Commentary) ................................................................. 10.00
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index) ......................................................... 11.00
True Spirituality (w/Bible Index) ........................................................... 10.00
Two-Fold Purpose of God, The (w/Bible Index) ......................................   8.00
Two Minutes With the Bible ................................................................... 11.00

(Paperbacks)
Lord’s Supper and the Bible, The............................................................ $8.00
Moses and Paul (w/Bible Index) ..............................................................   8.00
No Other Doctrine ....................................................................................   8.00
Our Great Commission (w/Bible Index) .................................................   8.00
Present Peril, The .....................................................................................   8.00
Satan In Derision .....................................................................................   8.00
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index) .........................................................   9.00

WRITINGS BY PAUL M. SADLER—PRESIDENT
Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ (HC, w/Bible Index) ..... $11.00
Life and Letters of the Apostle Peter, The (HC, w/Bible Index) ........... 12.00
Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians (HC, w/Bible Index) ............................ 15.00
Triumph of His Grace, The (HC, w/Bible Index) .................................... 12.00
Are You Secure? (Booklet) .......................................................................   1.00
Historical Beginning of the Church, The (Booklet) ...............................   3.00
Institution of Marriage, The (Booklet) ...................................................   4.00
Supernatural Sign Gifts of the Acts Period, The (Booklet) ...................   4.00
Trials and Temptations (Booklet) ...........................................................   2.00

Ask about our special package offers!

Orders up to $20.00, please add $3.00 for Postage and Handling
Orders over $20.00, please add 15% for Postage and Handling

*Foreign Orders Must be remitted in U. S. Currency
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