The

Berean Searchlight

Studying God'’s Word, Rightly Divided February 2001




Birthday!!! <2

Dearly Beloved,

In case you haven't heard, here’s our
newest arrival, Katelyn Victoria. Katelyn
was born on Monday, October 23rd and
weighed in at 7 Ibs. 15 0z. | guess you could say that I'm a little partial,
but she’s cute as a button. And what an appetite; this little girl is going
to need her own dairy cow. You had better have a bottle in hand when
she wake’s up from her nap—or else!!

It's great being grandparents. Of course, you probably already know
that because | think I might have mentioned it before. It's quite an expe-
rience watching Veggie Tales again, and again, and again. After a while
you have Larry and Bob’s lines memorized. Thankfully, the stories are
biblically based which is profitable for the whole family. What a privi-
lege to be a part of these little impressionable lives. As we know, our kids
today need role models more than ever. Consider these insightful words:

“Young Timothy needed the strong spiritual roots provided by his
mother and grandmother. And young people today, facing the same
tensions, need godly parents and grandparents to help their own roots
go deep so that they might withstand the storms of life. To meet that
need, God in His divine wisdom, ordained that each child should have
six adults to provide care and backup.”

“Backup,” now here’s a role every grandparent can play. If Mom and
Dad are both busy working to make ends meet, grandparents can stand
in the gap. We can provide a positive spiritual influence for our grand-
children that will serve them well the rest of their days. Of course, it
doesn’'t hurt to have a quick reaction time either when a ball’'s thrown
at you. It's amazing how straight Cody can throw a ball at his age.
When he joins the Major’s someday, Grandpa will be able to say that he
was his first backup catcher!

Parents and grandparents need to prepare their children and grand-
children early in life to trust Christ as their personal Savior. It is in-
teresting that it was not Timothy’s mother or grandmother who led
him to the Lord, but the Apostle Paul. But who would ever question that
it was their godly influence which paved the way for his eventual con-
version. “And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus.”

In His loving care,
Grandpa & Grandma Sadler
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From Our Mailbag
Acts 14:27

GOD’S BLESSING
ON BBS MINISTRIES

From Texas:

“lI have been receiving your maga-
zine for several months now, and |
thought I would write and tell you it is
interesting and stirring, it causes one
to think. I have been a Pentecostal min-
ister, but | have yet to read anything as
compelling as the message in the Berean
Searchlight. This message of Grace has
gripped me.”

From Wisconsin:

“lI have recently began attending
Sunday evening services at Grace Bible
Church in Beloit, WI. My wife and | are
finding the grace theology very clear and
liberating from ‘religion’ and legalism.
I would like to receive the Searchlight
publication. Thank you.”

From Missouri:

“We look forward each month to re-
ceiving the Searchlight, and it is read
from cover-to-cover the day it arrives.
There are churches on every corner, but
not one that teaches the Word, rightly
divided...We so need a grace teaching
pastor in this area who would view this
as a mission field. We have been ‘grace
believers’ since the late '80’s, and since
moving here a couple years ago we have
been dropping seeds of grace, but it is
very rocky ground here.” (We'll be pray-
ing that those seeds you planted will
bear fruit someday. Remember, He is
“able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think.” Ed.)

From Wisconsin:

“You are one of the few Christian
ministries that do not compromise the
gospel of Grace!”

From lowa:

“Our prayer is that many will hear
and be saved. We also pray that God
will bless and guide BBS in your work.
Greetings to Pastor Stam, | shall always
remember his gentle but firm stand for
God’'s Word, ‘rightly divided.” It helped
us to understand that we are saved by
the grace of God through our Savior
Christ Jesus. No works on our part.”

From Michigan:

“I have learned so much and have
been set so free by your teaching. |
totally love your Berean Searchlight.
Some | have shared the message with
have also subscribed to this blessed
publication.”

From lowa:

“I received your Thanksgiving Com-
muniqué today. Please remove my name
from your list of mailings. | have been
born again and Spirit baptized for 35
years now, and | am delighted to say that
| speak in tongues everyday in praise,
worship, and intercessory prayer. | fel-
lowship with my Lord Jesus through His
Word and in my prayer times, as well
as during the times when | am doing
my daily chores. In all these times, |
pray in tongues as well as in English.
Unfortunately, you must not have stud-
ied the Bible as thoroughly as you think
you have since you do not recognize that
the in-filling of the Holy Spritis just as
real today as it was in the time of the
Apostles.

“Speaking in tongues is a beautiful
way of communicating with our Heav-
enly Father and building up ourselves
on our most holy faith, as well as doing
spiritual battle against the enemy of
our souls, Satan. | believe you will be
surprised and saddened when you get
to heaven and discover you were wrong
and what you missed out on.” (Someone
is going to be surprised and saddened,
but | doubt it's going to be us on this
subject—I Cor. 13:8-13. Ed.)

From Washington:

“Thank you and praise God for the
Searchlight. I look forward toit. | enjoy
the ‘lighthouse’ pictures on the covers.
This cursed world needs the ‘'SON’ light
that you teach.”

From Ohio:

“Thanks over and over again, for
sending me the booklets. They are a
blessing here in Cleveland. Also would
you thank Pastor Sadler for me, for his
‘faithfulness.””
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From Ontario, Canada:

“My husband and | have been blessed
and appreciate the work that goes into
the monthly Berean Searchlight. | am
even more excited when, from time to
time, | see a note of thanks and praise
from another Canadian besides our-
selves. | cannot help but wonder why
God has not yet moved in a mighty way
in Canada with ‘the Mystery,’ or maybe
He is but we have not heard all the
many years we have been a Christian.
God has His reasons. It hurts to think
that we in this country of Canada may
be just too complacent that we think we
have arrived spiritually and that our
journey of learning is complete. When
you come to study God’s Word, rightly
divided, the journey has really just be-
gun! Studying the Bible now is so much
more refreshing and exciting.

“We as Christians need to know the
importance of ‘putting God first,’ and
what better way than to come to know
Him better by studying His Word. Thank
you again, and ‘hello’ and God'’s blessing
to my fellow Canadians and to all my
brothers and sisters in Christ through-
out the world. | pray that the message
of Grace will quickly and steadily move
through Canada and elsewhere before
Christ returns to claim ‘the Body of
Christ’ unto Himself. Please pray for
my husband and I as we continue to take
a stand for rightly dividing God’s Word
as we have already experienced rejec-
tion from our pastor and church friends
who believe ‘we have gone off the deep
end, without even studying to know the
truth.” (Your group’s enthusiasm may
be the spark that sets Canada ablaze
for Paul’'s gospel. Ed.)

From Massachusetts:

“Thanks for your tireless efforts to
educate the saints and grow us up in
the knowledge of Him, who is the Head,
Jesus Christ. May you be richly blessed
for your hard work, dedication, and un-
wavering devotion to our Savior.”

From Oregon:

“We thank God for you all...for your
faithfulness and diligence...for your on-
going endeavor of preaching the Word,
rightly divided, and for blessing our
household with the Berean Searchlight.”

From Florida:

“Thank you so much for sending the
Searchlight all these many years. | am
92 years old and love the Church, which
is Christ's Body. It was my greatest
comfort when my husband died to
know 1 still had a ministry to my fel-
low members of His Body. The truth is
very practical.”

From Pennsylvania:

“As an ongoing recipient of the Search-
light I wish to express my gratefulness
and the blessings | continue to receive
from reading the various messages. It
is evident that Pastor Sadler is truly
growing as shown in the books and ar-
ticles. He surely seems to have taken
up the torch of the message of Grace
and not forgotten his past of a small
school of long ago in Harmony, PA. As
we all grow in the Lord until His return
or our departure, may you continue to
show forth the Word, rightly divided.”
(It's always good to remember our roots.
We pray without ceasing that your roots
might go deeply into the fertile soil of
God’s Word to the praise of His glory in
Christ Jesus. Ed.)

From Michigan:
“Thank you for your faithful ministry.
We always keep you in our prayers.”

From Indiana:

“l would like to take this opportunity
to express my gratitude to the Berean
Bible Society. Receiving God’s Word,
rightly divided has been a blessing to
me beyond words...l look forward to
reading it every month. God bless you
and all the people involved in further-
ing Paul’s gospel.”

“These [Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”

—Acts 17:11
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In addition to being a good friend, Pastor Win Johnson was a great encourage-
ment to your Editor when he first entered the ministry. Before his homegoing
(1993), Win served as the pastor of the Berean Church in Denver for over 30 years.
He was also the Editor of the popular daily devotional guide Amazing Grace. The
following article, which appeared in Amazing Grace years ago, is currently avail-
able in tract form. For those who are interested in placing an order, simply write:
Grace Gospel Publishers, P.O. Box 1155, Denver, Colorado 80201. —Ed.

The Unpardonable Sin
By Pastor Win Johnson

“I'm afraid I've committed the unpardonable sin.” This grim statement
climaxed a telephone conversation the writer recently had with a lady in
our city. Among other things she related how an accusing conscience
tormented her “day and night” till she was almost at the point of mental
derangement. Realizing that the Bible speaks about such a sin, and being
unable to arrive at the knowledge of sins forgiven, this lady, like many
others, concluded that she must have committed the “unpardonable sin,”
and consequently, would never be forgiven.

It was the writer’s joy and privilege to point out the Scriptural, as well as
dispensational solution, to her distressing problem.

Matthew 12:31,32 states: “Wherefore | say unto you, all manner of sin
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a
word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in
this world [age], neither in the world to come.”

These words of warning came from the lips of the Son of God while He
walked among men in His earthly ministry. They were addressed to the reli-
gious leaders of the nation Israel. Their blasphemy against Him even when
He hung on the Cross was forgiven by the Father in answer to the prayer,
“Father forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

But when at Pentecost, Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, announced the
return of Messiah on the condition of Israel's national repentance, these
leaders instigated a persecution that reached its climax in the stoning of
Stephen, a godly man, “full of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:54-60). It was here
that the “unpardonable sin” was committed by Israel’'s leaders. The Third
Person of the Trinity had been blasphemed and His pleadings through the
Apostles ignored. This sin will never be forgiven.

In this age it is blessedly true that “we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph.
1:7). Though all sin is unpardoned till it is forgiven, it is not unpardonable.
Christ died for all sin. The penalty has been paid and God now offers
eternal life as a gift to be received by faith. Have you received this gift?
Do you know the joy of sins forgiven? You can! “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31 cf. | Cor. 15:1-4). u

6 Berean Searchlight



The Life and Letters of the Apostle Peter

| Peter 3:18-22
By Paul M. Sadler

n the court of public opinion, the
Bible is an outdated relic of the
past, which isn’t relative to today’s

enlightened man. But the pro-
nouncement of God regarding man'’s
wisdom is, “professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools.” Since
the message of the Word of God is
spiritual its relevancy spans the
ages. This is clearly seen in the
case of Peter’s writings, which are
not only addressed to those of the
dispersion, but to the future Tribu-
lation saints as well.

“For Christ also hath once suf-
fered for sins, the Just for the un-
just, that He might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit: By which
also He went and preached unto the
spirits in prison; which sometime
were disobedient, when once the
longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water.”

—I Pet. 3:18-20

As we know, Peter’s hearers suf-
fered numerous injustices for well-
doing similar to our Lord. It was,
therefore, comforting for them to
know that they weren’t alone in
this matter. In essence Peter says,
Christ suffered at the hands of evil

men, the Just for the unjust, that
He might “bring us to God.” These
words are reminiscent of his address
to Israel’s leaders shortly after Pen-
tecost, “But ye denied the Holy One
and the Just, and desired a mur-
derer to be granted unto you; and
killed the Prince of Life, whom God
hath raised from the dead; whereof
we are witnesses” (Acts 3:14,15).
Israel was guilty of crucifying her
own Messiah. This is an important
point to remember as we make our
way through the context.

Christ died once for the sins of
the chosen nation. Simply because
an lIsraelite could boast that he
was of the seed of Abraham did not
necessarily mean he was right with
God. Thus, the apostle declares that
Christ died to “bring us to God.”
Not to bring them “glory” or “into
the kingdom,” but to God. You see
the latter would make the former
a reality.

“V” IS FOR VICTORY

Itis generally agreed that Christ
was wholly God and wholly man
when He came unto His own and
His own received Him not. Even
though | can't fully comprehend
this wonderful truth, | accept it by
faith based upon the many infal-
lible proofs taught in the Word of
God. The fact that Christ was “put
to death in the flesh” is a clear in-
dication He was indeed human.
He had a body (Matt. 26:26), soul
(John 12:27), and spirit (Luke 23:46).
When the Savior was nailed to the
Cross, He died physically the mo-
ment He dismissed His spirit into
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the hands of the Father. Death is
the separation of the soul and spirit
from the body.

The day Christ died He descended
into the lower parts of the earth to
hades or the unseen world. We know
our Lord entered this realm in a
disembodied state, for Peter declared
at Pentecost: “Because thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell [hades], neither
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption” (Acts 2:27). If we
connect this with the promise the
Savior gave to the thief on the Cross,
“Today shalt thou be with me in
paradise,” we can safely conclude

that paradise was located in hades
prior to Calvary (Luke 23:43).

Since we do not have an English
word or an equivalent for the Greek
word “hades,” the translators chose
to use the term “hell” in its place,
hoping to give us at least some sense
of this realm. Of course, over the
years this has caused untold con-
fusion among the brethren, insofar
as “hades” and “hell” (Gr. Gehenna)
are two completely different places.
It would have been preferable if the
translators had transliterated the
Greek word “hades,” as they did
with the word “baptism.”

PARADISE
"Abraham's
Bosom"
Saved

Dead
Luke
16:19-22
Acts
2:27

EARTH

Gr. Tartarus
"spirits in prison"
| Peter 3:19
Il Peter 2:4
Rev. 9:1-12

GR. HADES=THE UNSEEN WORLD
Before Calvary

Bottomless Pit
Gr. Abussos

Satan will be
chained here
during the
Kingdom Age
Isa. 14:12-17
Luke 16:26
Rev. 20:1-3

TORMENT

Unsaved
Dead

Luke
16:23-25

Hell=Gr. Gehenna
The Lake of Fire

Unoccupied

Mark 9:42-47
Matt. 25:41
Rev. 20:11-15
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Although “hades” does contain a
region, we'll call torment, for the
unsaved dead, it is not the literal
“hell” of the Bible. According to the
Scriptures, “hell” (Gr. Gehenna) is
unoccupied and will remain unoc-
cupied until the Great White Throne
Judgment when hades is cast into
the lake of fire (hell) (Rev. 20:11-15).2
In the meantime, a good concor-
dance will help you distinguish be-
tween these two realms.

So then, Christ descended into
hades, not hell, on the day of His
crucifixion. He remained in para-
dise (Abraham’s Bosom) for three
days and three nights in a disem-
bodied state. On the first day of the
week, the promise was fulfilled that
the Father would not leave the soul
of His Son in hades. Consequently,
Christ left the unseen world, re-
turned to the tomb where His soul
and spirit were reunited with His
body, and was gloriously raised
from the dead by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

With the finished work now com-
plete, which is confirmed by the
bodily resurrection, the next phase
of God’s plans and purposes could
be fulfilled. Immediately after Christ
arose from the dead, He descended
again into hades to lead captivity
captive according to the Apostle
Paul (Eph. 4:7-11).

While the blood of bulls and goats
merely covered the sins of the pro-
phetic saints before Calvary, at the
Cross the blood of Christ removed
them as far as the east is from the
west. As a result, the redemptive
work of the Savior now made it
possible for these believers to be
transported into the presence of
the Father where they temporarily
reside until the Second Coming of
Christ. These are the saints who
will return with the King of Kings

at the close of the Great Tribulation
(Jude 14,15 cf. Rev. 19:11-16). Be-
fore the Lord removed paradise from
hades to the third heaven, where it
is presently located (Il Cor.12:4),
He is said to have “preached to the
spirits in prison.”

“SPIRITS IN PRISON”

Peter gives us this insightful rev-
elation: “Being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened [made alive] by
the Spirit: by which also He went and
preached unto the spirits in prison;
which sometime were disobedient,
when once the longsuffering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing, wherein
few, that is, eight souls were saved
by water.”

After the Spirit quickened Christ,
Peter states, “by which,” that is, in
His resurrected form “He went and
preached unto the spirits in prison.”
This raises a number of interest-
ing questions, the least of which is,
who were these spirits who were
disobedient, when once the longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of
Noah? There are three basic posi-
tions we would like to present for
your consideration.

First, there are those who teach
that it was the Spirit through Noah
who preached to the disobedient on
the earth in the days of Noah. As a
consequence of their disobedience
these spirits of the unsaved dead
are now imprisoned in hades. But
can it not be said that the Spirit
spoke through all the holy men of
old; why single out Noah? Further-
more, the context here in | Peter
indicates movement; that is, Christ
went from point A to point B to ful-
fill a foreordained purpose after
His resurrection. The Greek word
“went” has the thought of “traveling
or going on a journey.” In addition
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to ignoring the time sequence of the
event (Christ's resurrection), this in-
terpretation doesn't allow for this
movement.

Second, between Christ's death
and resurrection He preached to
these spirits of disobedience in the
torment region of hades. But why
would the Savior limit His address
to those who lived in the days of
Noah when millions of others shared
the same fate?

Third, these spirits are the fallen
angels who left their first estate in
the days of Noah and cohabited with
women. Because of this terrible act
of disobedience, which was contrary
to God’s natural order, they were
assigned to the forbidding realm of
Tartarus located on the sides of the
bottomless pit in hades. Therefore,
these are the “spirits in prison” to
whom Christ preached.

As you prayerfully consider all
the above interpretations, we be-
lieve number three best fits the
context of | Peter 3:18-22. In the
so-called New Testament, the term
“spirits” is solely identified with
angelic beings unless specified oth-
erwise. For example:

“When the even was come, they
brought unto Him many that were
possessed with devils: and He cast
out the spirits with His Word, and
healed all that were sick” (Matt.
8:16).

“And when He had called unto
Him His twelve disciples, He gave
them power against unclean spirits,
to cast them out” (Matt. 10:1).

“And God wrought special mir-
acles by the hands of Paul: so that
from his body were brought unto
the sick handkerchiefs or aprons,
and the diseases departed from
them, and the evil spirits went out
of them” (Acts 19:11,12).

According to the biblical record,
these particular “spirits in prison”

Peter speaks of were those angels
who sinned in the days of Noah
(11 Pet. 2:4,5). Apparently Satan
commissioned these fallen angels to
leave their own habitation (heaven)
for the unseemly purpose of corrupt-
ing the human race. Of course, this
was an attempt of Satan to derail
the plans and purposes of God to
send the Redeemer through the
seed of the woman.

“And it came to pass...that the
sons of God saw the daughters of
men that they were fair; and they
took them wives of all which they
chose...There were giants in the
earth in those days; and also after
that, when the sons of God came in
unto the daughters of men, and they
bare children to them, the same be-
came mighty men which were of old,
men of renown” (Gen. 6:1,2,4).

The title “sons of God,” is always
a reference to angels in the Old
Testament, never to men, and in
this particular instance, fallen ones
(Job 1:6,7; 2:1). Apparently, these
evil creatures transformed them-
selves into a human form, which
was well within their power. We
know, for example, that the elect
angels who visited Abraham and
Lot appeared in a physical form. In
fact, Lot washed their feet, and pre-
pared a meal for them, “and they
did eat” (Gen. 18; 19:1-11). It has
also been suggested that the “sons
of God” may have possessed men in
the days of Noah, thus altering their
metabolism. This was certainly true
of Legion who had superhuman
strength (Mark 5:1-12).

Whatever the case might have
been, we know the “sons of God” com-
mitted fornication with the daugh-
ters of men with catastrophic results
(11 Pet. 2:4,5 cf. Jude 6-8). Dr. James
M. Gray states that this sin would
have been “the confounding of two
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“...the death, burial,
and resurrection
declared Satan and
his fallen host to be
defeated foes.”

distinct orders of creatures and the
production of a mixed race, partly
human, partly superhuman, which
would be just such a derangement
of the divine plan as to warrant that
which occurred, namely, the almost
total extermination of all who were
upon the earth.”

This helps us to better under-
stand the severity of the flood in the
days of Noah. With the exception
of Noah and his family, all flesh
was destroyed from the face of the
earth, which abruptly ended the
corruption of the human race and
the violence it perpetrated (Gen.
6:12,13). This also explains why
some of the fallen hosts are chained
in the center of the earth awaiting
the judgment to come.

Peter pinpoints for us where the
prison of these spirits is located:
“For if God spared not the angels
that sinned, but cast them down to
hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment” (Il Pet. 2:4). The term
“hell” in this passage is the Greek
word tartarus. Once again, this
demonstrates the importance of
consulting the original languages at
times to arrive at the proper sense.
Tartarus is not the literal hell of
the Bible. They are two separate
realms, although both are associ-
ated with the consequences of sin.
As we have already established,
“hell” is unoccupied at this hour,
which cannot be said of tartarus.

But why did Christ descend into
the lower parts of the earth to preach
to these spirits in prison shortly
after His resurrection? First and
foremost, the Lord didn’t preach the
gospel to these spirits simply be-
cause angels are not included in the
plan of redemption. Inaddition, the
term “preach” that Peter used con-
veys the idea to “make a proclama-
tion by an official representative.”
We believe Christ’'s proclamation
had to do with the defeat of Satan’s
scheme to overthrow the purpose
of God. In spite of Satan’s effort to
corrupt the human race, the incar-
nation came to pass when Christ
was born of the woman, which
would have been an impossibility
had the race remained mixed.

Furthermore, the death, burial,
and resurrection declared Satan
and his fallen host to be defeated
foes. The bodily resurrection of
Christ was the death knell that
sealed their eternal doom. Thus,
one word sums up our Lord’s proc-
lamation to these fallen spirits—
VICTORY!!

The apostle Paul says, “And hav-
ing spoiled principalities and pow-
ers, He made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it” (Col.
2:15). We normally associate Paul’s
words here with the ascension on
resurrection morning; however, the
triumph first manifested itself in
the center of the earth with Christ's
proclamation to these “spirits in
prison,” as He prepared to lead
captivity captive (John 20:16-18;
Eph. 4:7-10; | Pet. 3:19).

Peter adds, “Who is gone into
heaven, and is on the right hand of
God; angels and authorities and
powers being made subject unto
Him” (I Pet. 3:22). Notice Christ’s
triumph and proclamation has made
angels and authorities and powers
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subject to Him. This cannot be said
of the elect angels who are willingly
subject to Him.

THE BAPTISM WHICH SAVES

“Which sometime were disobe-
dient, when once the longsuffering
of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water. The like fig-
ure whereunto even baptism doth
also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of agood conscience toward
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ” (I Pet. 3:20,21).

Peter gives a graphic illustration
regarding redemption when he re-
fers back to the days of Noah, when
eight souls were saved through the
water or through the judgment. He
goes on to add, “whereunto even bap-
tism doth also now save us.” In other
words, the water that bore up the
ark of Noah and baptism are cor-
responding truths, which set forth
the redemption of these Hebrew
believers.

But which baptism is Peter re-
ferring to here? We must never lose
sight of the fact that there are 12
different baptisms taught in the
Word of God. This baptism certainly
could not be a water ceremony,
otherwise we would have a sym-
bol of a symbol. We believe the
answer is found in Luke 12:50, “But
I have a baptism to be baptized with;
and how am | straitened till it be
accomplished.”

These words were spoken by our
Lord well into His earthly ministry.
When He spoke about having “a bap-
tism to be baptized with,” He was
teaching His disciples about His
impending death at Calvary. If we
understand that the term “baptism”
means “full identification” then we

see that Christ was identified with
death in order to be the Redeemer
of mankind.

It is Christ’s identification with
death that saves men in any dis-
pensation, though this was not re-
vealed until Paul (Rom. 3:21,25).
As members of the Body of Christ,
we share this in common with the
nation Israel. This is one of the con-
nections between Prophecy and the
Mystery. Subsequently, no matter
which dispensation a sinner is saved
under, he is saved on the basis of
the blood that flowed freely at the
Cross. Itwas there that Christ gave
Himself as a ransom for the sins of
the world, which was to be “mani-
fested in due time” through Paul’s
gospel. Of course, Peter was now
privy to this truth through Paul’'s
ministry (I Tim. 2:5-7 cf. Il Pet.
3:15,16).

“It is Christ's identification
with death that saves
men in any dispensation,
though this was not
revealed until Paul
(Rom. 3:21,25).”

It was on the grounds of Christ’s
finished work that Peter’s hearers
were able to have a good conscience
toward God. Peter raises this is-
sue because it was he who charged
the chosen nation with the guilt of
crucifying their Messiah. This
dovetails perfectly with what the
writer of Hebrews states: “How
much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit of-
fered Himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?”
(Heb. 9:14).
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Berean Searchlight



Peter is careful to state that a
man is not saved, nor can he ever
expect to have a good conscience
toward God, by the “putting away
of the filth of the flesh.” As we al-
ready know, the “putting away of the
filth of the flesh” is done by wash-
ing with water in order to cleanse.
He is informing his hearers that it
is Christ’s death baptism that saves
them, not water baptism, which
was merely a shadow of things to
come. While this was a further de-
velopment in Israel’s redemption,
it in no way diminished from the
fact that water baptism was still
required as an expression of faith,
on two accounts: First, Christ was
the Messiah of Israel. Second, itwas
necessary for her induction into the
priesthood (Ex. 19:5,6; 29:1-4; Isa.
61:6; John 1:31).

THE PRACTICAL
APPLICATION

Both Peter and Paul present the
practical side of the doctrines they
taught. Essentially you cannot have
the one without the other and re-
main in the center of God's will.
Although it seemed as though Noah
failed as a preacher of righteous-
ness, he nevertheless continued to
obey the will of God. He remained
faithful in spite of the fact that only
eight souls were saved through the
great flood. Thus, Peter’s hearers
were to be encouraged that even
though they were small in number
it was important for them to follow
Noah's example.

There is a lesson here that can
benefit us as well. Namely, God
does His greatest work through
families, like Noah's, the remnants,
the little flocks, and the churches
in the house. Sadly, in the present
scheme of things, the Church’s pri-
mary concern is numbers; the big-
ger, the better! God, on the other
hand, emphasizes the importance
of faithfulness. Another lesson
Peter would have these Hebrews
glean from his discourse is this: just
as Noah was de-
livered from the
old world into the
new by the ark,
they also were de-
livered from the old manner of life
into a new life in Christ, who is the
anti-type of the ark.

Finally, Satan was a roaring lion
in those days, walking about seek-
ing to devour whom he may. With
the persecution intensifying, these
saints would have found comfortin
Christ’s triumph over the Accuser
of the brethren. In Christ they, too,
were triumphant.

To Be Continued! F

Endnotes

1. Transliteration means to assign let-
ters from the English alphabet to the corre-
sponding letters of the Greek word being
transliterated.

2. The exception here would be the Beast
and the False Prophet who are cast alive into
the lake of fire at the Second Coming of
Christ (Rev. 19:11-14,19,20; 20:10). Buteven
this doesn't take place until the eve of the
consummation of all things.

The Silent Holocaust
“Unrestricted abortion is wrong, even if it's a right.”

—Roy Maynard

February 2001
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Contending for the Faith

By Cornelius R. Stam

One of our prominent coast-to-coast radio Bible teachers said to this
writer, some time ago: “You know what | believe about baptism, but
sometimes | wonder whether it is worth fighting about.” | replied that |
would express it differently; that while | did not believe the truth of the
“one baptism” was worth “fighting about,” | did believe that it, like many
another truth, was worth “fighting for.”

Itis true that we are not to be contentious in our attitude, but we are to
stand, and contend, if necessary, for the truth. This is to “fight the good
fight of [the] faith.” For example | Peter 3:15:

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and

BE READY [surely this implies previous study]

ALWAYS [so ready should we be]

TO GIVE AN ANSWER [Lit., apology, defense]

TO EVERY MAN THAT ASKETH YOU [whether great or insignificant]
A REASON [an intelligent justification]

OF THE HOPE THAT IS IN YOU [lest it be proven an unfounded feeling]
with meekness and fear” [Not from mere contentiousness].

Then there is Jude 3, where Jude explains that though he had been
inclined to write about the “common salvation,” it was necessary for him
to exhort his brethren to

“earnestly CONTEND FOR THE FAITH....”

Finally, Philippians 1:17, where Paul, referring to his ministry in gen-
eral, says:

“I AM SET FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL.”
And he asserts that the Philippians were “partakers of his grace” in
“THE DEFENSE AND CONFIRMATION OF THE GOSPEL” (Phil. 1:7).

God could, of course, defend the truth by direct intervention, but He
does not do so. In aworld and in a religious system which always tend to
depart from the truth, God has appointed men to defend it. And where
they are unfaithful to their charge the truth is not defended in any other
way, but rather gives way before Satan’s delusions.

If the reader will just stop and think a moment he will realize that
were it not for controversialists like Luther, Calvin, Darby and others, we
might still be in the dark ages. If Paul had not taken a stand for “the
defense and confirmation of the gospel,” it would never have gotten to us.
See how legalism, gnosticism and other heresies crept in wherever he
had been and threatened to overthrow what he had sacrificed so much
to build.

Yes, it does matter what we believe and we are responsible to others

where faith and doctrine are concerned, not only in general, but in par-
ticular, otherwise Il Timothy 2:15 would have no meaning. ¥
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A Christian Duty

“For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love His appearing.” —The Apostle Paul

By J. C. Ryle

The late Bishop J. C. Ryle, of Liverpool, England said: “Controversy in
religion is a hateful thing. It is hard enough to fight the Devil, the world
and the flesh, without private differences in our own camp. But there is
one thing that is even worse than controversy, and that is false doctrine
tolerated, allowed and permitted without protest or molestation. It was
controversy that won the battle of the Protestant Reformation.

“If the views that some men hold were correct, it is plain we never
ought to have had any Reformation at all. For the sake of peace, we ought
to have gone on worshipping the Virgin, and bowing down to images and
relics to this very day! Away with such trifling! There are times when
controversy is not only a duty but a benefit. Give me the mighty thunder-
storm rather than the pestilential malaria. The one walks in darkness
and poisons us in silence, and we are never safe. The other frightens and
alarms for a little season, but it is soon over and it clears the air. Itis a
plain Scriptural duty to ‘contend earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the saints.’

“The Apostle Paul was the most devisive and controversial character
portrayed in the entire book of Acts, and because of it, he was beaten with
rods, stoned and left as dead, chained and left in a dungeon, dragged
before magistrates, barely escaped assassination, and so pronounced it-
self in him that it came to a point when the unbelieving Jews of Thessa-
lonica declared—'These that have turned the world upside down are come
hither also.’

“God pity those pastors and Christian leaders whose main objective is
the growth of their organizations and whose main concern lest their ‘boats’
be rocked. They may escape involvement in controversy, but they will not
escape the Judgment Seat of Christ.”

The Apostle Paul Gives Six Names
to Members of the Body of Christ

SAINTS for their holiness STEWARDS for their responsibility
BELIEVERS for their faith AMBASSADORS for their authority
BRETHREN for their love SOLDIERS for their courage
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The following testimonial was written by our dear Brother Thomas Freeman.
Brother Tom is a former Baptist who came to see the riches of God’s grace
several years ago. He now attends the First Grace Gospel Church in Ashtabula,
Ohio where he serves as a Bible Teacher. As you will see, Paul’'s gospel has

truly enriched his life.

—Ed.

The Gospel for Today’s Age of Grace
According to Paul
Christ’s Apostle to the Gentiles
By Thomas J. Freeman

he desire to write this article

comes from my experiences in
searching for God’s will in my life.
Why it took me so long to clearly
see the dispensational change Paul’s
simple but profound message pre-
sented, | am not sure. Christ’s mes-
sage to Israel (the gospel of the
circumcision) is so often mixed to-
gether with Christ's message through
Paul for the world today (the gospel
of the uncircumcision). Fortunately
the Holy Spirit used a number of
situations to keep me moving to-
ward God'’s goal for my life.

The Scriptures state in Romans
8:28:

“And we know that all things
work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the
called according to His purpose.”

Notice it doesn’t say to those who
love God enough. The Holy Spirit
used several men to bring me to be-
ing an ardent dispensationalist.
One was Dr. C. I. Scofield and his
notes in the Scofield Study Bible.
Another was a tract, placed in my
hand by a caring person, which in
turn led me to the Berean Bible
Society and Pastor Stam. The Holy
Spirit used his books to open my
eyes to the mystery and the “Word
rightly divided.” Through a man I
met at work, | learned about the

First Grace Gospel Church of Ash-
tabula, Ohio and Pastor Adams.
Through Pastor Adams and his
careful exposition of God's Word, my
mind and heart were truly united
in the “grace” message.

There is a poem I like so well,
written by Martin Luther. “Feelings
come and feelings go and feelings
are deceiving. I'll rest upon the
Word of God, none else is worth
believing.” Resting in His Word
rightly divided is the only way. The
words “rightly divided” comes from
Il Timothy 2:15 and is a translation
of the Greek word “orthotomeo,”
pronounced or-thot-om-eh”-0 which
means to make a straight cut, to
dissect (expound) correctly (the
divine message). As you read the
rest of this article | trust you will
come to realize the importance of
understanding complete dispensa-
tional teaching.

“Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the Word of truth” (11 Tim. 2:15).
“But on the contrary, when they
saw that the gospel of the uncircum-
cision was committed unto me, as
the gospel of the circumcision was
unto Peter (for He that wrought ef-
fectually in Peter to the apostleship
of the circumcision, the same was
mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)

16
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And when James, Cephas and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived
the grace that was given unto me,
they gave to me and Barnabas the
right hands of fellowship, that we
should go unto the Gentiles and they
unto the circumcision” (Gal. 2:7-9).

Paul was recognized by the twelve
apostles as God’s man to carry this
new message of grace to the Gen-
tiles. Clearly two different gospels
are mentioned. Paul in Galatians
1:11 and 12 tells us how he received
his gospel.

“But I certify you brethren that
the gospel which was preached by
me is not after man. For | neither
received it of man, neither was |
taught it, but by the

both men as the Scripture states
in Galatians 2:8.

4. The “my gospel” Paul spoke of
is referred to as being kept secret
since the world began (Rom. 16:25;
I Cor. 2:7,8; Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:26). The
gospel Peter spoke of is referred to
as being known since the world be-
gan (Matt. 25:34; Luke 1:67-70; Acts
3:21,24).

Indeed, Israel from Jacob on has
been looking for their Messiah, who
was to come and set up their king-
dom as the most favored nation.
When as a nation they accept their
Messiah, God will have all people
come through Israel. We, of course,
know that Israel rejected Christ
and they were then

revelation of Jesus

set aside until the dis-

Christ” (Gal. 1:11,12).

It has been said by
some that Paul’s gos-
pel was the same as
Peter’s. Others claim
that Peter was out of
God’s will, narrow
minded, and because
of his refusal to go to

“...by examining
the Scriptures of
past dispensations,
one can see major
differences in the
requirements that
are in addition
to faith.”

pensation of Grace, for
which Paul was called
to be its apostle, has
run its course. Notice
Paul’s words are spo-
ken of as command-
ments, which is not a
take it or leave it word.

the Gentiles, God had

“If any man think
himself to be a prophet

to raise up the Apos-

tle Paul. | take exception to these
views. For Galatians 2:8 tells us
something else.

“For He that wrought effectually
in Peter to the apostleship of the
circumcision, the same was mighty
in me toward the Gentiles.”

There are several more reasons.

1. If it were the same there
would have been no need for a spe-
cial revelation.

2. Paul speaks of the gospel he
preached as “my gospel” in Romans
16:25, 2:16.

3. Those who would find fault
with Peter’s or Paul’s work are re-
ally finding fault with Christ's work,
for itis He who is working through

or spiritual, let him ac-
knowledge that the things | write
unto you are the commandments of
the Lord” (I Cor. 14:37).

When | was in the service, we
learned a principle that is crucial
to being a good soldier in the mili-
tary or in God's work. That prin-
ciple is this: You obey the last lawful
order given by the one in charge. |
know that in past dispensations
other orders were given, which
were valid at the time given, but
by examining the Scriptures of past
dispensations, one can see major
differences in the requirements
that are in addition to faith.

There are many people who be-
lieve that the Bible words printed
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in red are the most important for
they were spoken by Christ. They
are the words of Christ and very
important indeed, as all God’s
Word is, which we are to study. But
they were especially important to
the Jewish people to whom they
were written regarding the coming
kingdom. When we, who are of the
dispensation of Grace, study the
Gospels, we must interpret them in
light of the epistles written by Paul.
They are Christ’s final marching
orders for the Church today. They
have the correct interpretation for
the day we live in. Yes, we can take
our stand and rest assured. We
have the correct interpretation for
today when we follow Christ’'s words
given through Paul.

In Ephesians 1:3 the Word tells
us that we are looking for a heav-
enly home, not an earthly kingdom.

“Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ”
(Eph. 1:3).

“For our citizenship is in heaven,
from which also we look for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil.
3:20).

Yes, Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John have God's Word for all people
to study, but they are written to the
people of the kingdom dispensation.
We know Christ was addressing
those for whom the kingdom was
coming to earth. How? Because the
Bible tells us so.

Matthew 4:17 says:

“From that time, Jesus began to
preach and say, repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand.”

In Matthew 3:2, John the Bap-
tist speaks of the coming kingdom.
In Matthew 10:5-7, we see Jesus in-
structing the twelve apostles re-
garding the coming kingdom.

Christ is still speaking to us to-
day with the words of salvation,
love, encouragement, and how to
live a life pleasing to Him. Yes, He
is speaking to us today throughout
His Word, but again we must use
the epistles written by the Apostle
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, for
a proper application today. Itis not
a matter if we like them or not.

Now grace, faith and obedience
have always been in vogue, for apart
from God'’s grace no man deserves
to be saved. Without faith in God'’s
plan for that day, no man would
have been saved, for rituals alone
never saved anyone. When God’s
plan calls for circumcision, the
building of an ark, and baptism, the
man of faith will obey. However,
when God speaks in His Word and
tells us it is by faith alone, the man
of faith will follow His commands.
Itis only by God's grace, in any dis-
pensation, that sinful man can be
saved, for we do not deserve God'’s
gracious offer. In all dispensations
God has wanted His people’s obedi-
ence. In past ages, He has required
it to receive His blessings. Today
God wants our loving obedience be-
cause He has already blessed us.
One example before we move on.

In Matthew 6:15:

“But if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.”

In Ephesians 4:32 we find Christ’s
words for us today.

“And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one an-
other, even as God, for Christ’s sake,
hath forgiven you.”

Notice in the gospel of the king-
dom forgiveness is required to be
forgiven, while in the epistles penned
by the Apostle Paul we are already
forgiven and already blessed. There-
fore, out of love and gratitude, | want
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to please the One who bled, died and
rose again, paying completely and
forever for all my sins. Yes, thank
God, past, present and future sins
are covered by the sacrifice of the
Savior Jesus Christ (Look up Rom.
4:15,16, 3:23,24; Gal. 3:13; Col.
1:21,22,2:13). These are just a few
of the verses that tell us of the won-
derful and complete salvation we
have in Christ Jesus.

In Ephesians 2:8 and 9 we find
Christ's commands written for us
today.

“For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God: Not of works, lest
any man should boast.”

In I Corinthians 15:1-4 we find
Paul spelling out for us, the gospel
(the good news) for today.

“Moreover, brethren, | declare
unto you the gospel which | preached
unto you, which also ye have re-
ceived, and wherein ye stand;

“By which also ye are saved, if
ye keep in memory what | preached
unto you, unless ye have believed
in vain.

“For | delivered unto you first of
all that which | also received, how
that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures;

“And that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day ac-
cording to the Scriptures.”

This is how we are saved today.
It is by faith alone in what Christ
has done for us according to the
Scriptures. Anything you would add
to God’s plan is a false gospel. God
has chosen to place our complete
salvation in the death, burial and
resurrection of Christ Jesus. Any-
thing we would add is an affront to
God’s Son, for we are saying that
He is not worthy of the great honor
God has placed in Him. And we are
really saying that we know better
than God Himself.

When referring to the gospel he
preached, Paul speaks of it as my
gospel. That's what Romans 16:25
and 26 tells us:

“Now to Him that is of power to
stablish you according to my gospel,
and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the
mystery, which was kept secret
since the world began,

“But now [Greek word nun speaks
of present time] is made manifest,
and by the Scriptures of the proph-
ets [the word ‘prophets’ as used here
is an adjective so a clearer rendi-
tion would read by the prophetic
Scriptures] according to the com-
mandment of the everlasting God,
made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith.”

Do you want to be “established?”
The Scripture tells us it is by follow-
ing Christ, according to the gospel
presented in Paul’s epistles.

“God has chosen to
place our complete
salvation in the death,
burial and resurrection
of Christ Jesus.”

In Galatians 1:6-9 Paul speaks
about another gospel and says of
any who would add to or change
the gospel that was given to him
by revelation: “let him be accursed.”
The matter is so serious he repeats
itagain in verse 9. One other mat-
ter needs to be clarified before we
discuss these verses. In the Greek
text, there are two different words
used for “another,” which have dif-
ferent shades of meaning. The
Greek word “heteros” is used which
means another of a different sort,
and the Greek word “allos” which
means another of the same sort.
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Now let’s read Galatians 1:6-9:

“l marvel that ye are so soon re-
moved from Him that called you into
the grace of Christ unto another
[another of a different sort] gospel,

“Which is not another [another of
the same sort]; but there are some
that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ.

“But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed.

“As we said before, so say | now
again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed.”

It is extremely important that
we are not altering God’s plan
given to Paul and trusting in some
work, such as water baptism, join-
ing the church, keeping the law,
some particular part of the law, or
going forward in a church service.

See Colossians 2:10:

“And ye are complete in Him, who
is the Head of all principality and
powers.”

And also Romans 11:6:

“And if by grace, then is it no
more of works: otherwise grace is
no more grace. Butifitbe of works,
then is it no more grace: otherwise
work is no more work.”

As we stated earlier from Eph-
esians 2:8 and 9, it is “by faith and
not by works.” Are you trusting
in the finished work of Jesus
Christ? Trusting in His death,
burial and resurrection alone for
your salvation and the total pay-
ment for all your past and present
sins? If you are not familiar with
dispensational teaching and the
revelation of the mystery given
to Paul, you may well have other
guestions. ¥

Copies of this article are available in booklet form for $2.00 each, postage
paid. Simply write to Pastor David Adams at the First Grace Gospel Church,
5730 Adams Avenue, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004.

Question Box

“How could it be that the ‘little flock’ (the remnant in Israel),
was the New Covenant [Testament] Church when the New Cov-
enant wasn't established with them during that time? Isn’t the
New Covenant established with the house of Israel and the house
of Judah during the ‘Kingdom Age?'”

The New Testament was originally promised to the nation
Israel. While the “little flock” was heir to the promise prior to
Calvary, these kingdom saints did not taste the blessings of the
New Covenant until the day of Pentecost. With the cutting off of
the chosen nation shortly after Pentecost, it is correct to say that
the fulfillment of the promise will not be fully realized until the
coming kingdom. Israel in the truest sense of the title is the New
Testament Church, according to the Scriptures (Jer. 31:31-34;
Ezek. 36:24-32; Luke 22:19,20; Acts 2:1-47).

—Pastor Sadler
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Central Indiana Bible Conference

Location: Grace Community Church
2625 Industrial Park Drive
Bedford, Indiana

Dates: March 16-18, 2001
Speaker: Pastor Paul M. Sadler

For directions and additional information, please contact:
Pastor Dave Wilson (812) 277-0520

Southern Bible Conference

Location: Old Bethel Bible Church
Old Bethel Road
Alpha, Kentucky

Dates: March 23-25, 2001
Speaker: Pastor Paul M. Sadler

For times of services and additional information, please contact:
Pastor Vitis Bailey (270) 384-2731

Northern Indiana Regional Meetings

Location: Holiday Inn, 1-94 & US 421
Michigan City, Indiana

Dates: April 7, 2001

Speakers:

Ricky Kurth, Pastor of Faith Bible Church, Chicago, IL
Joe Watkins, Director of Things to Come Mission, Indianapolis, IN
Paul M. Sadler, President of Berean Bible Society, Milwaukee, WI

For times of services and additional information, please contact:
Mr. Dan Sanborn (219) 465-1165

You are cordially invited to fellowship with those of
like-precious faith around the sound preaching of
Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the Mystery!

\S >,
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“Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1).

| Corinthians
By C. R. Stam

Like the Church today, the Corinthian believers were
superficial in their perception of the truth, and unbeliev-
ably permissive in their moral conduct. Also, as a con-
gregation they despised Paul’s apostolic authority. Thus,
the intent of this epistle was to correct the unruly conduct
of these saints.

Il Corinthians
By C. R. Stam

It is interesting indeed to note how many profound
doctrines are discussed in Il Corinthians, in contrast to
all the rebukes, corrections, instructions, etc., found in
I Corinthians. Two of the greatest of these are, perhaps,
the New Covenant and the doctrine of reconciliation.
This companion volume is a must read!

A commentary on a specific subject, in this case | & Il Corinthians, is always
preferable to a commentary on the whole Bible, which is usually very limited in its
treatment of most passages due to the enormity of the task set before the authors.

Set of Two
Special Price: $16.00

THIS OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 28, 2001

Orders up to $20.00, please add $2.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $20.00, please add 10% for postage and handling.

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself” (Il Cor. 5:19).



It's hot off the press!!!

STUDY TO SHOW THYSELF APPROVED

Are You Coing

We are living in an era when many are declaring “back to Pentecost” wiih
its signs, miracles and wonders. Sadly, this unsound teaching is sweefling
through the Church at an alarming rate. Insomuch spleaiking in tongues
has become the standard of true spirituality, even among those who once \@ith-
stood Pentecostalism. Thankfully, Paul’s gospel is the answer to this confugiion.
With this in mind, we have put together a 65-page booklet from your Editos
writings, which addresses the subject dispensationally.

The price is$4.00per copy or
three copies fo$10.00postage paid.

THIS OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 28, 2001

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

Orders: Berean Bible Society PO Box 756, Germantown, WI 53022
www.bereanbiblesociety.org
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Timothy, Be Strong in Christ Jesus!
By Kevin T. Heyle

I can relate to Timothy and Paul’s
admonitions and encouragements
not to please men but to be ap-
proved of the Lord. Timothy was
given great responsibility as Paul
thought that he possessed the quali-
ties needed to meet the task. He
had to be a godly man. His mother
was a Jewess and his father a Greek
(Acts 16:1,3). Not much is known
about his father, but his mother
and grandmother, Eunice and Lois,
were godly women (Il Tim. 1:5).
They had trained him in the ways
of the Lord and through their faith-
fulness, Timothy became a godly
man. Paul took him under his wing
and further instructed him in the
things of the Lord.

While traveling with Paul through
Macedonia persecution struck and
Paul was forced out of Thessalo-
nica, but Timothy, along with Silas,
stayed and ministered to the faith-
ful there (Acts 17:13-14). Later they
rejoined Paul and moved on to other
areas with him. Through this time
of training, Timothy became a very
promising young leader and more
responsibility was given him. To the
Philippians Paul said of Timothy:
“...you know his proven character,
that as a son with his father he
served with me in the gospel” (See
Phil. 2:19-22 cf. I Cor. 16:10-11).

The two epistles that Paul wrote
to Timothy reveal the kind of man
he was, and the instructions given
in them are as relevant today as
then. Anyone who is involved in
ministry should take them to heart.
The standard is high and the call
is demanding but the benefits are

beyond belief, as they include the
“promise of the life that now is
and of that which is to come” (See
I Tim. 4:6,8). Timothy was to be
an example in his conduct, in love,
in spirit, in faith, and in purity.
This was to be achieved through
the reading of Scripture, study-
ing the doctrines found therein,
and application of what had been
learned.

Not only was Timothy to study
the Word, but he was also to guard
the doctrines committed to him by
the Apostle Paul, not allowing false
teachings to corrupt them (I Tim.
6:20). In 1l Timothy 1:13-14, Paul
instructed him to “hold fast the
pattern of sound words which you
have heard from me, in faith and
love which are in Christ Jesus.
That good thing which was com-
mitted to you, keep by the Holy
Spirit who dwells in us.” Paul in-
structed him to pass this message
on to others. “And the things that
you have heard from me among
many witnesses, commit these to
faithful men who will be able to
teach others also” (11 Tim. 2:2).

Few truly understand the mes-
sage Paul gave to Timothy, even
fewer have a heartfelt desire to see
that it is passed on. Paul’s words
to Timothy really speak to me. |
feel as though I am like Timothy,
so undeserving and unqualified to
take this enormous responsibility.
The challenge is great, the task is
large, but the power of God sur-
passes it all. It is through His
power that the work that is before
us will be accomplished.
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOMEGOING: Our dear brother Orville Smallwood was promoted to
glory on December 11, 2000 after a long battle with cancer. In addition to
being a dedicated co-laborer, Orville never wavered in his love for the
truth. His daughter, Ann, dropped us this touching note regarding her
beloved father: “During his lifetime he was a staunch supporter of the
Grace Message and the Berean Bible Society. He was once offered the
pastorate of a local Baptist Church but upon explaining his position on
water baptism, he naturally was not allowed to become their pastor. He
never regretted taking that stand and has always remained true to the
Grace message.” As we know, “to be with Christ is far better,” but it is our
prayer that God will comfort the family with the full assurance of our blessed
hope in Christ Jesus.

PHOTOGRAPHS: Many of the lighthouse pictures that appear on the
front cover of the Searchlight were taken by Betty France, as is the
case with this issue. Betty is a freelance photographer who has trav-
eled the world to capture some of the most unique sights you will ever see
on film. If you would like to visit her website, she can be reached at
<www.mwt.net/~bbfrance/>.

BEREAN BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE: If you are planning your
summer itinerary, the Berean Bible Fellowship Conference is scheduled to
be held at the Cedar Lake Bible Conference Center, Cedar Lake, Indiana
on June 16-21, 2001. The theme this year is: SOUND IN THE FAITH. For
reservations, please contact the Cedar Lake Conference Center (219) 374-
5941. For brochures and additional information, please contact: Pastor
Ivan Burgener (618) 344-6741. More next month!

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD’S WORK: If you have a burden to
see others reached for the grace of God after your homegoing, it is impor-
tant to plan ahead. The gifts BBS has received from estates over the
years have helped us to replenish our supply of Things That Differ and/or
place books that were out of print back into print. Should you be planning
to prepare your “Will” in the near future, prayerfully consider including the
Berean Bible Society. This is one way to ensure that your legacy will be
used to the glory of God. We should add that you might want to consider
naming a neutral Executor, such as your attorney or personal banker, to
guarantee that your wishes are honored.

We have often marveled at how innovative the saints can be when it
comes to the Lord’s work. One dear brother, who's been in the insurance
business most of his life, wrote me to say, “Brother Sadler, tell the brethren
that they can honor the Lord by simply naming the Berean Bible Society
as the beneficiary of their life insurance policy.” | rest my case!!
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PRICE LIST

BIBLE STUDY BOOKS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM—FOUNDER
(Clothbound—Gold Stamped)

Book Title Retail  Wholesale
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes | & I ... 25.00........ 18.00
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes 111 & IV (w/Bible Index) ............ 25.00........ 18.00
AUthor's Choice, The ......cooiiiiiii e 12.50........ 9.00
Baptism and the Bible ...........ooooiiii e 11.00........ 8.00
I Corinthians (ComMmMENTAry) .........oocuuiiiiiiie i 14.00........ 10.00
11 Corinthians (ComMmMEeNTary) .......ccocovveeeeeeei e 14.00........ 10.00
Divine Election and Human Responsibility ................cccoocinnnis 11.00........ 8.00
Galatians (COMMENTAIY) .......cooiieiiiiiiiiiieee e a e 16.50........ 12.00
Hebrews, Who Wrote It and Why? ... 11.00........ 8.00
Lord’s Supper and the Bible, The .......ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiii s 9.50........ 7.00
Man, His Nature and DeStiny ........ccccccoevuiviiireee i 14.00........ 10.00
Moses and Paul (w/Bible INdeX) .........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 9.50........ 7.00
Our Great Commission (w/Bible Index) ........ccccoooiiiiiiiieiniannnnnn. 11.00........ 8.00
Pastoral Epistles (Commentary)........cccocvveeeeeiiiciiiieneee e 14.00........ 10.00
Paul, His Apostleship and Message (w/Bible Index) ................. 12.50........ 9.00
Romans (COMMENTAIY) .......coiiiiiiiiiiieee et 14.00........ 10.00
Satan 1IN DEeFiSION ......cuviiieiie et 12.50........ 9.00
Sermon on the Mount, The ... 11.00........ 8.00
Suggestions for Young Pastors .........c.ccccoevviviirieeciiiiiiiiiiee e 11.00........ 8.00
I & 11 Thessalonians (Commentary) ..........ccccceeieeeieeniiiiiiieeeeenn. 12.50........ 9.00
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index) ...........cccooieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 12.50........ 9.00
True Spirituality (w/Bible INdex) ......cccccccoeviiiviiieieieeiiiiiiieee. 12.50........ 9.00
Two-Fold Purpose of God, The (w/Bible Index)..........ccccvveeenn... 9.50........ 7.00
Two Minutes With the Bible ..., 14.00........ 10.00
50th Anniversary Memorial ..........cccccieiiiiiiiiii e Free ........ Free
(Paperbacks)
NO Other DOCLIINE .......eiiiiiiiiiiee e 7.50........ 5.50
Present Peril, The ... 7.50........ 5.50
Satan 1IN DEriSION .......cooiiiiiiiiiic e 7.50........ 5.50
Things That Differ (w/Bible INdeX) ...........ccocviiveeeeeiiiiniiiiiiee. 9.50........ 7.00

WRITINGS BY PAUL M. SADLER—PRESIDENT
(Clothbound—Gold Stamped)

Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ (w/Bible Index)... 14.00........ 10.00
Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians (w/Bible Index) ...........ccco........ 19.50........ 14.00
Triumph of His Grace, The (w/Bible IndexX) .........c.cooociiiiiieeee.n. 15.00........ 11.00
Are You Secure? (BooKIEt) ........cccvvvieiiiiiiiiiieieece e — e 1.00
Historical Beginning of the Church, The (Booklet) ................... — 3.00
Institution of Marriage, The (Booklet) .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiennnnn. — 4.00
Trials and Temptations (BookIet) ..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiee, — 2.00
Water Rite, The (BOOKIEL) .......cooviiiiiiiiiieeeiiiieece e — e 1.00

SPECIAL OFFERS

All 25 Clothbound Books by C. R. Stam,
Plus “The Present Peril,” “No Other Doctrine,”

and “Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ” ............ — 175.00
Set of Current Booklets by C. R. Stam .......cccccceeeviviiiiiiiiiieeeee, — 35.00
Set by C. R. Stam (Books and BooKIets) ..........cccoeeciiiiieeiiennnnnn. — 210.00
Set on Acts by C. R. Stam (w/Bible IndexX) ..........cccccuiiieeienannnnn. — 30.00
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BIBLE STUDY BOOKLETS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM

ADIAING TIINTTY e e
Ambassadors for Christ
Ant and the Raven, The

Charismatic Movement, The ...
Courage for the Conflict

Faith of Christ, The ..o

FUIFITIMENT ..o
Hope for the Bereaved ...
Lord’s Prayer, The ..................

Love of Christ, The ..................

Methuselah and Paul ...
N[0T E T 1 o = I T 3 PPN
Our Oneness iN Christ........cccccevviiiiieeeeee,
Panoramic View of the Program of God, A

Pentecostal Signs Being Restored?, Are the ........ccccccoovvviiiiiiiiienneenn,
Rapture of the Church, The ...
Rome’s Greatest BIUNAEr ...........uuuiiiiiiiice e,
Simple As Can Be .......... (Spanish Translation also available)
IS0 5 1] 0 | o PP OUPPPRPRN
Standing, Walking and Running With Paul .................cccccccciiiies
Truth AflAmMEe ...
Unanswered Prayer ........ (Spanish Translation also available)
Unpardonable Sin, The ...
When the Lord BeCame ANQIY ..o
Why Was Christ Baptized? .........cccccovviiieneenn.

Will There Be Tears In Heaven? ................c....

Answer to Catholicism, THe ...
Apostolic Authority of the Twelve, The ...,
Believer's Walk, The ........cooiiiiiiiiiie e

Dimensions of the Mystery, The

Early Ministry of Paul, The ...
GO ANA MAN ..oiiiiiii s

God's Plan of Salvation Made Plain
Knowledge of the Mystery, The
Logic of the Plan of Salvation, The ......cccccccoiiiiiiiiiii e
Lord’s SUPPEL, THE ....uiiiiiiic e
New Evangelicalism, The
Paradoxes and Puzzles ........

Paul the Masterbuilder........ccoooiiiiiiiie
Power of God versus The Power of the Occult, The
Preaching of the Cross, The ...
Saul the Sinner and Paul the Boaster
Seven Times aFailure ...........ccccciiies
That BIESSEA HOPE ..coooeiiiiiiiiie et e
ThisisThat.......ccccceeeeeeeiinninnnn.
Water Baptism ..........ccccceeviinneen.

WE KNOW @ SECIET ..o e s
WIitings 0f JONN .....ooviiiiii e
Your Faith In God’s WOIrd ...........oueiiiiiiiieicee e

20% off on any order of 25 or more CRS booklets of the same title

3/1/00—PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Orders up to $20.00, please add $2.00 for Postage and Handling
Orders over $20.00, please add 10% for Postage and Handling

*Foreign Orders Must be remitted in U. S. Currency
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“Christ has given me rest by His sorrow, and
life by His death.” —John Bunyan

THE BEREAN SEARCHLIGHT
N112 W17761 MequoN Roabp PERIODICALS
PO Box 756 Paip AT GERMANTOWN, WI
GerMANTOWN, WI 53022-0756



